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CHARTERS and CONSTITUTION. 


FN all the late American Diſturbances, and in 


every Attempt againſt the Authority of the 
Britiſh Government, the People of Maſſachu- 
ſetts Bay have taken the Lead. Every new Move 
towards Independence has been theirs: And in 


every freſh Mode of Reſiſtance againſt the Laws, 


they have firſt ſet the Example, and then iſſued 
their admonitory Letters to the other Colonies to 
follow it. ; Bardia a hue? 
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firſt Confideration which dbviouſſppreſents it 


The Province of Maſſachuſetts Bay being one of. 


the firſt Charter Governments, they have greatly 
Valued themielves upon har Nen. indir 


their public Proceedings, as well as in their pri- 
vate Writings, have been conſtantly holding out 
to us their firſt Charte Rights, and the original 


N their Colonization. Ky 
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This makes it * to examine what thoſe 
Charter Rights are, And whit is that Degree of 


Authority yhich belongsto.them,., And os 


is this, that theſe Charters are Grants oily from 
the Crown : And that no Grant of the Crown can 


ſu perſede the Authority of. an of Parliament. 


At no Period of our Hiſtory: t erefore” could it 
have been poſſible, that the ſingle Power of one 


Part of the Legiſlature ſhould * 1 to the 
joint  Adthotity of the Whoke, © PU AHD 


But whatever may have been the Principles of 
the Conſtitution, it muſt be confeſſed, that the 


Power of the Crown, during the arbitrary Reign 


of the Stuarts, was extremely undefined and but 
little underſtood. And, tho' checked by the Civil 
Wars, was never clearly fixed till the Revolution. 
In the two firſt of theſe Reigns Men were much 


more intent on getting Grants from the Crown, 
than on diſputing the validity of them. In an 


Age therefore while the Subject was in the dark, 
and 


and; the NH e FY a juſt Allowance 


0 87 Dade to the ignorance and. E 
"of the Times. - Ah fore In dul WC 
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miſled them, Gl BIAS placed a g | 
of. Dependence on. RW than they 5 
Spould it . therefore appear 
| King Famesand t Charts che Fit did really contain 

a Grant of all thoſe extenſive” Rights, one are 

now. affiimed; and that the Royal Aſfürance of 
the full Enjoyment of theſe Privileges was the 
real Ground aud Motive upon which the Coun- 
try was firſt, peopled, this Conſideration ought 
J doubtleſs. to have its weight. Although the 
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3 Privileges, yet the Grants having o once 
been made, and the Coloniſts having ſettled upon 


the Faith of them, they doubtleſs thereby acquire 


. Sanction and an Authority, which nothing but 


the moſt urgent Neceſſity can juſtly alter. Though 


_ wrongly. given, they are rightly eſtabliſhed, and 
it would be much more _ to take them 


F ts 


* 


What thoſe Rights a are, which are really con- 


"rained 3 in them, will appear from the following 
' ſhort Account of their firſt Settlement and Char- 
ter, with their Opinions and Practice upon it. 
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| - of Family that was pales, the. firſt, om | 


e eee onable. A 


1 50 raiſe to themſelves great pon by 
2 Country, and trade with the Natives of ir. They 


tent granted the whole North American Continent, 
from the, Latitudes 34 to 45, to two Companies 


Part to a Set of Londoners, and the Northern to 
a Set of Merchants living in the Weſt of Eng- 


land, chiefly at Plymouth, and therefore called the . 


5 * PN nd 


The 


eee . u s. Thave 


Pull People. from England to ſettle in that 


F applied to the Crown, and King Fames i in one Pa- 


of ſuch Merchant Adventurers. The Southern 


. This FOES and a ned Charter of Jank I, are 
printed at the End of & its Hiſtory of Virginia; and in a 
Col lection of Charters „nur publiſhed. 
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"other Church, hiving 855 : Eds 

removed ceninelbts ro Holland, for the —— 
Enjoyment of their own Mode of Church Wor- 
ſhip and Govetiittient,” In a very few Years they 


bold that" their Childten, by ertkäng "kits the 


Duteb Sea and Land Service, d at 
the Manners of the ou d 


Datchmen, and that their C hurch ere | thereby | 


ſoon be dere to an n End. N70 
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10 prevent this, Och they hit 4 Mater 


of infinite Importance, they formed a of 
going to live by themſelves in America: For this 


Purpoſe, in the Year 1617, they ſent over two 
Agents to treat with the London Patentees ; offer- 
ing to tranſport themſelves into their Part of that 
Country, and deſiring only, that the Company 
would petition the King to grant them Liberty in 


their Religion under the great Seal. The King's 
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not tolerate them by his public 
his ah, This « diſcow 


eee 
tar, eser Burt being 1 more and more alarmed | 


joke 3. 75 lived N ; Hut 19 5 


with the Danger of remaining in Holland, they at 


length reſolved to adventure upon this verbal 
Declaration; and having ſent over their Agenis a 
ſecond Time, after long Attendance they obtained 
a Grant of Land under the Seal of the London 
Company, made out to Mr. John Wi 17 5 a . 
cler ins with the Earl of Lincoln 
| Tos = Grant of this Patent they came over 
to England; and failing from Southampton in Auguft 
1620; leaving the Patent of the Poſſeſſion of 
Mr. 7 incob, who remeined in a, 1 


In their = © Dion to þ ran they were drive ento 
the Northward, and landed near Cape Cod; where, 
finding that they were got into the limits of the 


- Plymouth Company, they called the Place they 


* in New-Plymouth, in er : 


. ions ich. had hea heard among 
thoſe of an inferior Claſs, that when they ſhould 
get aſhore one Man would be as good as ano- 
ther, convinced them during their Paſſage, that 
Religion alone would not keep the Peace, without 


the 
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| the Authority; of Gover went: This led 890 to 


150 up the following l . ee . 
a an f n ſigne ed before he Janded. ee 
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tel tn. the Name 3. 1 Whoſe 
« Names are unde witten, the loyal Subjects of 


an dread Soverei Lord King James, by. the 


Grace © of God of: 1 reat- A Fritain, France, and : 
«hr land, King,.. 


7 of the Faith, - 2 

Having NTT IP. or he . God | 
* ang, Advancement, of dhe Chriſtian; F gith, and 
cc Honour of our. Niog add Country, a voyage 
60 to plant the firſt colony ji in the northern. Parts 
cc of Virginia, do, * theſe Preſents, ſolemnly 
6 and mutually, in t the Preſence of. God and of 
170 one another, covenant and combine ourſelves 7 
6 * xogether into a, Evil Body politic, for our - 


* 


a 
7 
— 2 — — — — — — n. - 


| 9 | OS — TI r 
RIS 2 18 TY = XX) - s \ be ie [ 
E 6 * F + LY by => * „* RR. 0 

- b LOL AE - Av N 


. 
by 1 * =o >” * 


| I k 8 


etter Ordering and Preſervation, and Fux- ' | Wi 
40 therance of the Ends aforeſaid, e's by Vir- Ss | 
« tue hereof to enact, conſtitute, and frame 
cc duch Juſt, and- equal Laws and. Ordinances, . 
wo Acts, Conſtitutions, and Offices, from Time "0 
„to Time, as: ſhall- be thought moſt meet 
40 and convenient. for the general Good of the 
ec Colonies, unto, which we promiſe all due 
6 Subjection and. Obedience. In Witneſs 
« whereof we have hereunto ſubſcribed our 
% Narnes at Cape Cod the 11th of November, in 
t (the Lear of the eien of our Sovereign Lord 
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"Sack Vas dhe firſt Gal lle New. Ex 27 et 


Was built the Colony of Ne = Phmouth. we 

No one, by ſuppoſe, will here find a Pick of Thde- 
pendence; or imagine that Sir Edwin Sangys anda 
Cc ompany of London Merchants could ſell td theſe 
poor People a Diſmiſſion From the Eng 5 N Go: 
vernment: Or that a Grant of their Land, which 


they afterwards purchaſed from the Ae 


Council, could render them leſs ſubject te 
Authority of England, than they Sault have en 


without 1 it. They themſelves moſt certainly ad Z 


not think it did, elſe they needed not to haye e ap- 


plied to the King for Liberty of f Conſcience,” as 
| KA 14 


This Colony of New Plymouth remained a fepa- 
rate Government till the Revolution. After which, 
by King Willian's Charter, it was annexed'ts the 
Province of Maſſachuſetts Bay, whoſe 83 


no relate. 
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Many of the firſt Weſt Cont! Fabse after 
having { Thee large Sums of , in ſending over 


Settlers 


3 tlements; and ſuch the F foundation. 255 "which 2 


FF #3_ 


1 Pay E 1 av 


1 
4 
l 
. 


© 
* 
FREE 


. . PPP c rr 


C43 


hrs oy Wage eee, | 
plieation to the King they obtained a new Grant 
of all the Country between the Latitudes 40 and 
48, by a Patent bearing Date the 3d of November, 
1620 ; and made out to then under the Title f 


«* The Council eſtabliſhed at Plymouth in the 


County of Dev 
*, dering, and governing of New England in Ame 


$ rica, their Sueceſſors and Aſſigns. 1 _— | 


| called 11 Gran Penh: Patent. 


"I 


Wich thee Ch Patentees, Mr.White «Clear. RE 
gyman of Dorcheſter, having projected a new Set- 


tlement, as an Afylum for ejected Miniſters, entered 
into Treaty. In conſequence of which this Ply- 
mouth Council, by their deed indented under their 


common Seal, gave, granted, bargained, and ſold - 


to Sir Henry Roſwell, and five other  Dor/erſbire 


Gentlemen, their Heirs and Aſſigns, and their 


Aſſociates for ever, all that Part of New England 


therein deſcribed, at the Bottom or ms | 


there commonly called Maſſachuſetts Boy, 


This Grant framehe; Phmouth Council to Sir 
Henry Raſtvell, £c. is manifeſtly copied from their 
own Patent which had been granted from the 
Can. The Plymouth Company grant, "> 

ell 


dn 61 Pap, we icy he 


*, for the planting, ruling; or- | 
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#1, infeöff, allen, and dſpoſenco Sin reg Ne. 


welt And hie ve Aſſbejates the Tract bf:Coutity 
there deſelibed, and , Juriſdictions, Rights. 
Royalties, 'Liberties, Freedoms," Immunities; n- 
riteges,” Franchiſes, Preteminences, and Cotrimo- 
dies Ihatioever, which they thetnſelves; the ca 
Council eſtabliſhed at Phymoutb, had or n 
eXerc 2 6 efijoy withit v the ſald Lands. * 2 82 01 
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35 Doss de Readed imagind, The un Enewpdlon 
from the"Furiſdi&tion of Parliament vas among 
the Prryneges and Immaunities thus ſold? or that 


2 Company ef Rlerchants living! at Phmourh; 


granting a Tract of Land to another Set of 
Merc karrts refiding in Dorſegbire, could 'convey 

to them a Power of alienating their Allegiance 
of 'of enabling any other Subj 


ects to withdraw 
their Obedience from the Authority of we 5 
Lords, 557 Commons of the mene . d 
DEG St SIG ITS eee 217109 

Theſe Doſſerbir Patenters, "Gig that the 
elne of ſending out and maintaining ſuch a 


Number of Settlers would be too great for them, 


applied to ſeveral Gentlemen of London to take a 
Part in the Adventure. Sir Richard Saltonſall and 


ſeyeral others agreed to enter into the Company, 


and engage with them. But upon Condition, that 
their Names alſo ſhould be inſerted in the Patent 
as original Proprietors, and that the King ſhould 


be — to confirm the Agreement. This 


a 


fore dente, Rh n names of theſe new Ad- 
ventures inſerted" in it, having — deer, 
was confitmed by the King, and 2 — the's deals 
on the 4th of Marth” 1698.” e ATED. 
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The Parent from the W Council u ses | 
the Patentees a Right ts the Soil; but conveyed 
none of the Powers of Government requiſite to 
the e of a Joint Company. enn 
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"The Royal Patent. or Charter; after confiti- 
ing this Sale to the fix Dor/erſbire Men, and to 
twenty others their Aſſociates, created them à 
Corporation, appointed for them their firſt Go- 
vernors and Aſſiſtants, and impowered them an- 
nuelly to chuſe their Succceſſors upon the, n 
Wedneſday 1 in Eafter Tem. 1 


i | NY „n | 


The e met accordingly on the TOP 'of 
May 1628, and choſe a Governor, Deputy 'Go- 
: vernor, e eighteen. Affifiants. And at the fame” 


— — — * y 


who ſhoud fablerihie gol. ould have 200 Acres 
for their firſt Dividend, and proportionably for 

any greater ſum. A Liſt of the Names of the 

Subſcribers, and the Sums ſubſcribed, was trauſe 
mitted to Mr. Endicott, whom they had juſt 

before ſent over as their Governor in the Plan- | 
tation. 3 8 ; 
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| 2 15 A Company formed upon a Plan ex. 


them, to order and diſpoſe of the new Sett] 


turning home again, Which the * 5 11 heard chat 
thy, Were EO; VV 


ment of Ela. 


aniginal Company Oo rope . 


aRtly. Gmular to our preſent Ea, India Company; 
conſiſting of a Number of atlemen reſident he 
in ES who choſe their own 2 De- 
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Perſon, under 4 1 as ; Governor 755 8 


The firſt of theſe was Mr. Endicott, whom they 
ched, away, as ſoon as the Charter was exe- 
cuted.. tg take care of the Colony, bg prevent 
the People. who had been. ſent before from re- 
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Tbe Writers in 15 99 who e 0 


many Things without Foundation, and the fac- 


tious Leaders who, to deceive the People i in the 
talk fo arrogantly about the 


Terms of Colonization, would do well to aſk 
themſelves, whether they really think, that Mr. 


| Matthew | Cradock and Mr. 7 n Goff, and 1 8 
other Gentlemed liying in Landon, could ſend 


over. by Mr. John Endicatt to the Rev. Mr. Co- 
nant, and a Number of poor Creatures in America, 
who yere ſtarving, | and wanting to come home 
again, a Right of e on the EI 


In.7 


rc of pore dent hete.——Soon after this | 


legal. The Council's Opinion and che Report 
of the Committee, are not recorded. No one, I 


K 17 J] 
Sch was [hue Conſtitution of the Company 
4 ak N the Bre Period of their Charter, —For 


. to the Company 


ſelves over, and ſettle in che Country. But as 
N nat inferior in Rank and Fortune to the 
Governors and Aſſiſtants themſelves, they thought 
that they had 46 good a Right to have the Go- 
vernment of the Company in their own Hands, 
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Ter W . to gi Cal at 
Londen e, n e wich acts Pardon aids, 
but upon Condition that the Patent and Charter 
ſhould remove with them. The Company ap- 
pointed a Committee to conſider: of this Propoſal, 
aul to take the Opinion of Council, hether ſuch 
3 transfer of che Patent and Charter would be 


ſuppaſe, now can doubt but that it was againſt 


it, ee ee e 
—_— 


From — ir Broccoings | 
is apparent, that the View. of the Company was 
Profit z the View of the Settlers was Religion. 
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been at great Expence, and found the 


K 48 i: 
1 to make a god Ren eg he. 


Money they had advanced; the other wanted . 
berty of Con 


nſcience, and the quiet Exjoytent of 
their own Mode of Worſhip. 2 he Company had 


Little | Proſpect of making aby — Y 
Plantation in the Way they were in. 8e 
Pcubts might ariſe about the Legality, there | 
could be none about the Expediency of engaging 
uch a Number of Gentlemen of Intereſt ar and For. 
tune in the Deſign. After ſettling with them 
therefore the Share of the Stock and Profits, 
which the Members of the Corporation, who re- 
mained in England, were to be intitled to for the 
next ſeven Years, they became leſs ſcrupulous 
about the Point of Law, and: relying; uponthe 
Authority. of Mr. White, a Lawyer, who was one 1 
of the ann, They agreed. to te G 0 


13s 05 to * this 2 into We 


tion, a general Court was called the 20th of Oc- 


tober, 1629, conſiſting of the Governors, the Aſ. 
ſiſtants,. and the Generality : At which, for: the 
more eafy transferring of the Charter, they choſe a 
new Governor, Deputy Governor, and Court of 
Aſſiſtants, conſiſting of ſuch Members: as offered 
themſelves to go over with it. Theſe hew elected 


Governors and Aſſiſtants accordingly failed from 


Southampton the End of March, 1630, and carfied 
the Chamer, 80 them to America. 2 00 
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3 . 
Sock is de Hiſtory of the firtt c harter 
— the Cate 0 of Maſur ae «d. 


fPe ſor hes Int London" into a Cer- | 
——— the carrying on of a particular Trade | 
or: Adventure under a joint Stock. A Charter, 
in the granting of which the Crown ſo little meant 
to authorize the Company to form a Body of Re- 
ives, who ſhould diſpute the Authority 
of Parlidincnt, that it had not the leaſt Thought 
of giving them any Right of Repreſentation what- | 
ſoever;''; Charter which they t themſelves ſo little 
conceived to contain any fuch Power, that for 
ſome Years after their firſt Settlement in America, 
they never did chooſe any thing more than a Go- 
vettior;Deputy Governor, and Court of Alſiſtants. 
Upon the laſt * edneſday in May the whole Com- 
monalty 'annually met together, and all of them 
formed the general Court for the Election. But 
the Government was intirely in the Governors 
and cad Afiſtants, when once they were choſen, 


In Por of Time the Body of the Comtho- 


nalty grew jealous of this Oligarchy, and with 2 
the Increaſe of their Numbers became unwilling 


to leave the whole Power of the Government i in 
„ 5 the 


chuſe to reſt it. The Remoteneſs,and i 


eee cheitonts Me hom ir wich n | 
And. as they bad now ſpreall themſelves overithe 


Country, they naturally fell into Cuſtotna, which 
thay-Jagrhmn aſed to, and-chofe Deputies to re- 


held in May, +6344 inlcad-bf the whole Comics | 
nalty er Fremen coming in a Body, to the great 
Surprize of the Governor and Aſſiſtants, there 
appeared twenty-four Deputies ſent er ſo⸗ 


. e ee e er eg 1g f 6. 


ien Ex: 


| The a of, 8 Procerditg v0 one 
need difpute. It may doubtleſs be juſtified upon 
many Accounts; almoſt indeed upon any Ground. 
except only thoſe, on which their Deſcendants nom 


Number of the Inhabitants rendered a 


gerous, and afterwards impoſſible for them all to 
meet together at Bofton. The Commonalty or Free 


men therefore very naturally aſſumed to them- 


ſelves this Power of electing Deputies to repreſent 


them at the general Court, and to take care of 


their Intereſts. But they muſt not ſurely plead 


their original Charter Rights as a Foundation 
for thoſe Privileges they now claim to their Houfe 
of Repreſentatives, when that Charter, having 


been calculated fora trading Company here in 


on, had not the moſt diſtant View to any 
ſuch d With a very ill Grace muſt theſe 
# : Men 


— — Ae int the Authority of 


tu F 


: Hegyth 


nivation ; ae — elk der 


Parliament, when: their firſt Charter and their 
original on 0 in Net England knew no- 
thing of any Houſe of Repreſentatives at all. 


Not to add, that though a Company of Sudjecta, i 
formed under a Charter in rene 


— — by that Charter, in what 


Proportions they find moſt convenient for their 
own internal Government; yet that new Diſtri- 
bution cannot add one Grain of Power againft 
the Parent State more than they had before. - Be- 
cauſe no Agreement between any two Parties, 
can prejudiee the Rights of cn And admit- 
ting that their chooſing of Repreſentatives might 
at firſt he innocent, yet if they made that Choice 
a Ground ef any new Claims, it then beeame 


criminal: and might be WIG TLRs of the 
Charter ſo ge Lol 


. Borfailing the Charter Right; v we are next re- 
ferred to the Right of Birth, and are told that it 
is the original, inherent, unalienable Right ef 

Engliſhmen to chooſe their own Repreſentatives, 
and to be bound by no Laws, but ſuef as are made 
by themſelves or their Repreſentatives, elected 
by their own free Choice: And that the free En- 
joyment of chis * to an Engliftmas 


my as 


Settlement in America was this, 
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e ate vg Doctrines which | theſe deluded 5 
People: are now taught, to ſerve. 


ceaſion. But it happens very — pt 
the Broachers of theſe neee dar, 


Hiſtory affords us the moſt poſ 
this was not the Motive or Condition of their 


_ firſt Settlement: And the Conduct of their Fore- 


fathers contains the cleareſt Demonſtration that 
their Opinion was, that this Right of Choice was 
not the unalienable Right of any Man, either as 
a Man, or an Eygliſoman : for one of the firſt 
Determinations of their general — er 

be admitted to the Freedom of the C Company, or- 
have a Vote-at their Elections, but Oniy u 

as were Church Members. +: 


They who IG the rigid Te erma, - which in 
thoſe Days were required as Qualifications for 
Church Memberſhip, will eaſily ſee the Force and 
Extent of this Reſtriction. Theſe their pious An- 
ceſtors, 1 their factious Deſcendants nom 
boaſt of, moſt aſſuredly were not of Opinion 
that all Men were poſſeſſed of this Freedom in 
Right of their Birth, who reſclvedo that the 


greater Part of the Seiden hal it woes anden 
5 | 3 4 7 5 fined 


.chiefl en Regenerate. 
Nee could os Oc bb een tür lraſt 


Sener of. eng pam and: ente Right, 
when they determined that thoſe of them only, 
who had given Proof to their Miniſters and rul- 
ing Elders of their being qualified for Church 


Memberſhip, ſhould be admitted to their Free: 


| e allowec to vote at r their Elections. 355 
1 


Sh Trauben in 3 Year 16405 whe how 
2 _ were —_— to _ IE: 
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SHA 57 in um 141 ; 
A Scheme was chintaidbyaNumberof * 
bitants; Epi ſcopalianæ and others, Who were ex- 


clutled from ehit Freedom and Share in the Go- 
vernment, to peritic 
they were refuſed, to apply to Parliament in be- 
half of themſelves and many thouſands more, 
who, as they alledged, were excluded by this Law. 
from their civil and religious Rights They ac- 
cordingly preſented their Petition to the General 
praying. That civil Liberty and Frre- 
4 dom might be forthwith granted to all truly: 
Engliſb; and that all Members of the Church 
« of England or Scotland, not ſcandalous, might 


b the General Court; and, if 


« be admitted to the Privileges of the Churches 5 


Hof New England Or, if theſe civil and religi- 


4H sũ Liberties were refuſed, that they might be 
45 nN heavy I axes impoſed on them, 
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Neither this — nor 12 „ing elſe, 
— api then of the Truth of an Opinion, 
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they continued to make this the Rule of heir 
Conduct to the Diſſolution of their Governme 
in the Year 1684. The low itſelf, indeed, after 
| the Reſtoration, to ſave: Appearances, was re- 
. pealed; but it was full their Rule in Prace and 
4 kept up under another Fan Ae 40 . 


4 


* 
| 7 7 


14 435 2 4 


EX - The Abſurdity of "A Opivion iel of any 
1 actually inherent and unalienable Right, and the 
: HY general Confuſion to which it would lead, is & 


20 


nec LF. The 


prin ee ag. york 21 
| ntention is only to ſet before the Reader 
an Accountidf:cheir original Charter, Conſtitu- 


con, ane Opinions, oiach I now go on with. 

| The Spirit of Perſecution and of Emignti 
inan ing 
beser Purfting, Wade Uns 4 His 


Or 


Shelter to New England.” Many of — 
their Settlements in other Parts of the Coumry, 
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bote choke to aner thernſelves to the Maſacbs- 


ent, and others choſs to ſet up 4 
Apürse Govertiment of their on. But each of 


theſe, in pa ay aro and Protec- | 


moſt ſolemn E of Obedience 0 _- 
| King, eig the Lawn of thi Realm: - 


Tuo ef hes Aﬀociations in Gin Ss and 
Sandy: Part of 
Idea of all the r. 
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Theſe Townſhips and: ereus Ge, 3 | 


aſerwards joined is the ee Nut the 


| fled 
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great Bay of Piſcataqua, aſſociated themſelyes un- 
| * me following Enga 


* 


ee Miſthicfs. _ ED? 
c niences. have befallen us, and more and 
greater may, in regard of want of civil.Go- 
vernment, his gracious . Majeſty: having ſettled 
« no Order for us to our Knowledge, We whoſe 
Names are underwritten, being Inhabitants 
e upon. the River, Piſcataqua, have voluntarily 
< agreed to combine ourſelves into a Body -o 
0e Uitic, that we may the more comfortably en⸗ 
4 Joy. the Benefit of his Majeſty 's Laws, and do 
< hereby actually engage ourſelves to ſubmit 
„ to his Royal Majeſty's Laws, together n all 
% ſuch Laws as ſhall be concluded by a major 
4 Part of the Freemen of our Society, in * 
« they be not repugnant to the Laws of England, 
and adminiſtered in Behalf of his Majeſty. And 
this we have mutually promiſed and engaged 
« to do, and ſo to continue till his excellent 
£6 Majeſty ſhall give other Orders concerning 
«. us. In witneſs whereof: we have hereunto 
« ſet our Hands, Oaber 22, in the 16th Year | 
6 (fag the Reign. of our Sovereign Lord 5 


Signed by 1 Tobias CO | 
and forty e 4 
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Thoſe to ai: zuths wy" built che Town of | 
Exeter, and aſſociated themſelves i in n the Manner 
following : | ; 


- % 
45 | = ＋ 7 


4 Ie . nd the Lord to move 
<« 'the Heart of our dread Sovereign Charles, c. 
« to grant Licence and Liberty to ſundry of his 
Subjects, to plant themſelves in the Weſtern | 
64 Parts of America : We his lo oyal Subjects, Mem- 
ce Hers of the Church of Exeter, ſituate and lying 
< upon the River Piſcataqua, with other Inhabi- 
«rants there, con lidering with ourſelves the holy 
« Will of God, and our own Neceſſity, that we 
« ſhould not live without wholſome Laws and 
civil Government amongſt us, of which we are 
« altogether deſtitute, do in the Name of Chrift, 
« and in the Sight of God, combine ourſelves to- 
« gether, to erect, and ſet up among us ſuch Go- 
4 yernment as ſhall be to our beſt diſcerning, 
+ agreeable to the Will of God, proftſſing our- 
ſelves ſubject to our Lord King Charles, ac- 
«< cording to the Liberty « of the Engliſh Colony of 
© the ee, and binding ourſelves ſolemn- 
60 * by, 
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« Sacks: Chriſtian usb as are eſtabliſhed: AI the 
+ Realm. of England, to our beſt Knowledge, and 
<« to all other ſuch Laws, which ſhall upon good 

6 Grounds be made and enacted among us, ac- 
4 zol, that vr may live quietly and 
« peaceably together in all Godlineſs 1 Te 
« neſty. October 24, F 580 

on; WIN by Jonx W tour, 

and W e 3 
Br was the original Conſtitution, and de elt 
Settlement of theſe Men, who are now diſturbing 
the Manes of their pious Anceſtors, and adjuring 
each other by the Memory of their. Sufferings, to 
combine together againſt that Authority, under 
which their Forefathers took their firſt Eſtabliſh+ 
ment. Little did thoſe good Men think, that 
their Deſcendants ſhould ever arrive at ſuch aPitch 
of Impiety as to call on them to be Witneſſes to 
their ſeditious Town - Meetings, their ſetting up 
their Trees of Liberty, and their open Pretenfions 
of Independency on the Britiſh Government, to 
which theſe' their Forefathers had thus e 5 
blighted cheir 3 . „ 5 4 


en 3 
bon r of thoſe who left their native 
Country, 
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2 99 


N and the Tyranny af the Stugrts for 
kr of 1 


Clara Their Anceſtors 


fed from Danger, and indured a great many 
Hardſhips, in order to get out of the reach of t: 
Our Ancoſtars remeined at Home, and foted the 
Danger, and indured the much greater Hardſhips 
of a Civil War for the Common Deliverance, 
And when the Nation was a ſecond Time en- 
e e ee 1 
Pals under , James he ld, — | 
Oppreſſians of Sir Rum, Am,, they have 
reſerved all chair actiye Powers 1 rebel againſt 
n of Laws under his Ma- 
ee * ee i 1 498 {44-3 08 IDE 
The 3 a fall Beriod wo che Eos. 
gration. In che twenty preceding Years about 
215 00 Perſons had fied from the Oppreſſions of 
een MT = The 
| opening 
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it Abroad. From : | 
agree, that as many People have returnec ty 8 


ty at Boes Pm Bod to the De 


this Year all their A 


New England hither, as have gone ft 


Mew. England. And the chief Incieaſe of the | 


Colony has arifeti; not m any Acc 
Poople from: _ ran ent the natural Chr 
Settlement, Ae r one eaſily < 


much Land as he could employ. ——— | 
properly ends the Hiſtory of their Colos“ 


tion, exergy Merit of their r Nu a now A ** 


ment. * 1 11 4 * oj I 142 21 r N 2 © 
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deer \Prividewes' therefore can a. he 
** as original Charter Rights, or Motives of 
their firſt Settlement, or Covenants of Coloniza+ 
tion, as they now call them, ought to he pro- 


duced from Grants or Charters prior to this Pe- 
riod. For ſince that no new Settlements were 


made, and all the after Enlargements were on) 


Continuations of the old. What theſe Privileges 


are, more than a Right to the Soil, to EA ene | 


Government, to Liberty of Co 


rica, and a Right to be ern born. 
Subjects, when they nnen will not 


perhaps be me ſhewn. 
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109 "Privy, Seal, N. „ 5 
Earl of. Horſet, Mr. Vice Chamberlain, . 


Lotd Viſcount RES Mr. Secretary*Cook, , Pp 
The Biſhop of London, Ry B 1 4 Wi indebank. 


1 E ee 111 
Lord Cotting ons ee > ! OS | Wa Ss 5 k „ 
„ EPL" ? 3 SW, 744 N ; . 


141 4 5 


66. /Wheitas- bis Majeſty beach | Tel been in- 
« formed of great Diſtraction aid much Diſorder 
c in the Plantations in the Parts of Americ a called 
«© New England, whith; if they be true, and fuf- 


« fered to run on, would tend to the Diftionour 


« of the Kingdom, and'uttet Ruin of that Plan- 5 
e tation ; for Prevention whereof, and for the or- 


„ derly ſettling Government, according to the In- 1 


«« tention of thoſe Patents, Wich Watebeel grant- 
Heck by his Majeſty; and from his late Royal 

er King Janies; it hath pleaſed his Majeſty, 
« that the Lords and others of his moſt honoured 
6 Privy Council, ſhould take the ſame into Con- 8 
«« ſideratibn. Their Lordfhips, in the firſt Place, 
ce] thought fit to make a Committee of this Board, 
«<- take Examination of the Matters informed; 

| 8 wen 


«© moſt of 4 
« reſting to be proved by Parties, that muſt be 
«  alledfrom that'plave; which ua oF 
& Expenceof Time; andtheir Lordſhips 
* they were opoaDilpatcof NE 8 
© Merchandize for.that. Place, all Ik alt 
oy 22 at a ſtand, if the Adventurers ſhauld have 
cquragement, or, take  duſpicion that the 
& « 80 8 here had no gaod opinion of that Pla 
e tation; their Lordlhips' not laying, the F aults 
e or Fancies (if any be) of ſome particular Men 
e upon the general, Government, or principal 
« Adventurers, Which in due Time is further to 
© he enquired.intg, haye.thought fit in the mean 
| 40 Time to declare, that the Appearances were fo. 
« 4 258 and Hopes ſo great, that ihe, eee 
1 ay war beth beneficial to-this Ki 


"probable. to. denne us zhax.ghe | 


* tofore granted, vr dog e Thing — 
61 * that ** N W pod | | 


Py att 


. 'of that Place, 8 5 | 


1 [TE RE 
. "Proipicits. and Comfore of his People there, 


Wann Thou Aus, 


"ha Refatglicn of Council has — 2 heen re- 
ferred 10 as another Royal Confirmation of their 
Claims. But whatever m iht have been thought 8 
about. a Charter under the Great Seal, it could 
not even in thoſe Days have been imagined, that 


an Order of Council can be of Force againſt an 


A of Parliament. 'Should i it till be ſaid, that 
though. not of equal Force with a Charter, yet it 

Was 2 Proof of the King's good Will to. them, 
and an Eücouragement to 80 on With the Settle- 
ment. Doubtleſs it was io; "and i it was a Caution 
to thetn alſo, that they ſhould ſtrictly adhere to 
their Charter, from which two Years. after they 
nevertheleſs made a capital Departure, by the ſend- 
ing Depurtes,. iriftead of coming themſelves, to 


their General Court. The Conditionality there- 


fore of this Declaration of Council, and the ſtrict 
Limitation of! it to their acting according to their 
Chatter, will not allow it, I fear, to add much 
to the Strength of their former Grants. And the 
5 variable and uncertain Conduct, which Charles the 
Firſt held towards them, leaves but little Ground 
for the Colony to value themſelves * 5 1 
his f e „ 
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* his . of Council fer nſelf to. 2 18 
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e Whereas the Board is diven to wn of 
| the frequent Tranſportation of great Nur mbers 


of his Majeſty's Subjects out of this King ETD, 


8 


are at this preſent divers Ships in the River 


to the Plantation of Nero England,” among 
whom divers Perſons, known to be in. affected, 
diſcontented not only wich Civil but Eccleh 
aſtical Government here, are obſerved to reſort 
thither ; whereby ſuch Confuſion nd Diſtrac- 
tion is already grown there, ſecs 
of Religion, as beſide the Ruin of the ſai 
Plantation, cannot but highly tend to the Scan- 
dal both of Church and State here: And 


lly in Point 


L 


S 


whereas it was informed in Particular, chat there 


of 


Thames ready to fail thither, freighted Ml 


Paſſengers and Proviſions; it is thought kit ah 


$624 


d 


ordered, that Stay ſhould be forthwith mage 
of the ſaid Ships, until further Order from this 
Board. And the ſeveral Maſters and Frei ghters 


the Paſſengers and Proyiſions in each Ship. 


of the ſame ſhould attend the Board « on Wed- 
neſday next in the Afternoon, with a Liſt of 


And that Mr. Cradock, a chicf Adventurer 1 in 


* that Plantation, now preſent before the Board, 
* ſhould be required to cauſe the Letters Patent 


66 for 
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«for the ſaid Plantation to be brought to this 
n bowl g H e carde to eh. 
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1 383 as 3 Hiſtorian Zubhard. rec 


lar, in, at a,“ ſecond Hearing upon a Charge 


« brought 8 them before the Council, 1 
« pleaſed God ſo to work with-the Lords of the 
9 Council, and afterwards with the King's Ma- 
« jeſty, that the King ſaid, That he would have 
ſuch ſeverely puniſhed as ſhould abuſe his Go- 
* yernor and the Plantation, and diſmiſſed. them 
„ with a faygurabls Order for their Encourage-) 
4 ment; 3 being aſſured from ſome of the Coun- 
« cil, that his Majeſty did not intend to impoſe 
Lethe Ceremonies of the Church of: Englaug, 
by upon them; for that, it was conſidered, that it 
« was for the Sake of F reedom from thoſe 
e Things that Prople went over thither:“ Vet 
theſe muſt have been good Words of a very 
ſhort Continuance; for ſoon after Zo conegtved 
a =D ene ee chem. erf 
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The oat Year afierichry tad aber hair 
Deputies,” 4 Commiſſion was iflued to ſeveral of 
the Nobility and great Officers of State, for the 
Regulation of the Colonies. And a Quo Warrants . 
was brought by Sir John! anks, the Attorney-Ge- | 
neral, againſt the Governor, Deputy Governor, 
and Affiſtants of the Corporation of Maſſachuſetts,, 
and J ne given, that the Liberties and Fran- 
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chiſts ſhould:be ſeized into the King's Hand: W 
conſequence of this, an Order was made out by the 
Clerk of the Council for the Surrendry of the 
Charter: And they were commanded to ſend it 
back to England by the next Ship. But che Ja, 
ment not having been entered, this o 1 
Delay: And ſoon after the Riſings in Seenland, 5 
and the Meeting of the Engliſh F nn iament . g 
* __ ”" _ ET e HD 
The Petitioh which wp Pee upon that 
Occaſion ſpeaks a Language very e from 
chat o& their Dana 1 A 5 
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To the Right 8 the Lords Conn. 
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T he * Perititn of the Ahab af the 
Maſſachuſetts in New England, of the general 

Court there aſſembled the-6th Day of Septem- 
Ber, in the 14th Year of the Reign of our n | 
enen Lord King Charles. . _ bat 


« Whereas it hath 1 your Lordſhips, bo | 
Order of the 4th of April. laſt, to require our 
< Patent to be ſent unto you, we do hereby hum- 
9 « By and . profeſs, that we are ready ro. 
. pield 
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E 1 King's Majeſty, nn to Nun Lade un- 
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der him, and in this Mind we left our native. 
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Country, and according thereunto hath been 
our Practice ever ſince; ſo as we are much 
*, grieved, that your Lordſhips ſhould call in our 
Patent, there being no Cauſe known to us, nor 
any Delinquency or Fault of ours expreſſed in 
the Order ſent to us for that Purpoſe, our Go- 


vernment being according to his - Majeſty's 
ks Grant, -and we not anſwerable for any: Dae 
in our Plantations, Le. 


ll This! is that which his Majeſty 8 Subject . 
do believe and profeſs, and thereupon we are all 
humble Suitors to your Lordſhips, that you 


will be pleaſed to take into further Conſidera- 
tion our Condition, and to afford us the Liberty 
of Subjects, that we may know what is laid to 


our Charge; and have Leave and Time to an- 


ſwer for ourſelves, before we be condemned as 


"a People unworthy of his Majeſty's Favour or 


Protection; as for the Que Warranto mention- 


ed in the ſame Order, we do aſſure your Lord- 
ſhips we were never called to anſwer to it, and 
if we had, we doubt not but we have a ſuffi- 


cient Plea to put in. beten 


ce It is not unknown to your Lordſhips, that 
we came into theſe remote Parts with bis Ma- 
C 2 « jeſty's 
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« re England, par eee Puja 
e we had of that Aſſurance we have tranſported 
Ce out Families and Eſtates, and here we have 
ah built and planted, to the: gteat Enlargement 
and ſecuringof his Majeſty 'sDaminions intheſe 
e. Parts; ſo as if our Patent ſhould-now: be taken 
„from us, we ſhall be looked on as Renegadoes 
4 and outlawed, and ſhall be enforced, either to 
* remove to ſome other Place, or to return into 
<. our native Country again; either of which will 
4 put us to inſupportable Extremities, and theſe 
„ Evils (among others) will neceſſarily follow : 
4 (1,) Many thouſand Souls will be expoſed to 
c Ruin, being laid open to the 8 of all 
4 Men. (2.) If we be forced to deſert this Place, 
<«< the Reſt of the Plantations) being too weak to 
« ſubſiſt alone) will, for the moſt Part, diſſolve 
< and go with us, and then will this whole Coun- 
« try fall into the Hands of the French or Dutch, 
« who would ſpeedily embrace ſuch an Opportu- 
* nity. (3.) If we ſhould loſe all our Labour 
tc and Coſts, and be deprived of thoſe Liberties, 


4 which his Majeſty hath grated us, and nothing 


<« laid to our Charge, nor any Failing to be found 
© in us in Pointof Allegiance( which allourCoun- | 
cc trymen do take Notice of, and will juſtify our 
« Faithfulneſs in this Behalf) it will diſcourage 


“ all Men hereafter from the like Undertakings, 


6 upon Confidence of his _AP s Royal Grant. 
| 10 . 


%” 
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«Vaſtly, if our Patent b be taken from us, (where- | 
* by we ſuppoſe we may claim Intereſt in _. 


« Majeſty" s Favour and Protection) the common 
« People here will conceive that his Majeſty hath, 
« caſt them off, and that, hereby they are freed 
« from | their Allegiance and Subjection, and, 


a © thereupon, will be ready to confederate them- 


« ſelves under'a new Government, for their r ne- 


* ceſſary Safety and Subſiſtence, which will be 
e of dangerous Example to other Plantations, 
« and perilous. to ourſelves of incurring his Ma- 


* jeſty's Diſpleaſure, which we would * all 


6. * Means avoid. 


hot « Upon cheſs 1 we are bold to 
4 renew our humble Supplications to your Lord 
& ſhips, that we may be ſuffered to live here in 


« this Wilderneſs; and that this poor Plantation, 
* which hath found more Favour from God than 
* many Others, may not find leſs Favour from 
your. Lord ſhips 3 that our Liberties ſhould be 


<« reſtrained, when others are enlarged; that the 
64 Door ſhould be kept ſhut unto us, while it 
« ſtands open to all other Plantations ; thatMen 


« of Ability ſhould be debarred from us, while 
-” mm ou d to other cen 


f KR We dare not dudllign your Lordſhips Pro- 


< ceedings ; We only deſire to open our Griefs 
X un * Remedy is to be expected: If in any 
C's | « Thing 
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« Thing we have offended his Majeſty and your: = 
C Lordſhips, we humbly proftrate ourſelves at 


© the Footſtool of. ſupreme Authority; let us be 
- fl made the Object of his Majeſty's Clemency, 
e and not cut off, in our firſt Appeal, from all 


Hope of Favour, Thus, with our carneſt 
Prayers to the King of Kings, for long Life and 


_< Proſperity to his ſacred Majeſty and his Royal 


Family, and for all Honour and Welfare to 
; os your Lordſhips, we  bumbly take Leave.” 


Far be it from me to juſtif theſe Serefide 


uſed towards them, or the Que Warrantos iſſued 


againſt their Charter by both the Charliꝰ s; but it 
is impoſſible to avoid remarking the Preſumption 
of their Writers, who boaſt of Favours received, 
under the Stuarts, and ſet them in „ to 
the mild Rule of Laws under his Majeſty. 


The een in the Year 1642, took their 
Part, and paſſed an Order in their Favour. But 
the Style of it ſhews, that how well ſoever they 
might be affected towards them, the Houſe of 
Commons well knew their on Authority, The 
Order runs thus: T0 


f Veneris, 10 Sidi. en | 
6 Wikies the Plantations in New England, 


have, by the Bleſſing of the Almighty, had 


good and proſperous Succeſs, without any pub-' 
e lic Charge to this wy and are now likely to 
: 6c: prove 


SIT, 2 2 2 


VF © 
— 4, 


FT 


„ Sarg. in thoſe 12. very beneficial and 


commodious to this Kingdom and Nation. 


The Commons now aſſembled in Parliament, | | 
do, for the better Advancement of thoſe Plan- 


tations; and the Encouragement of the Plan- 
* ters to proceed in their Undertaking, ordain, 
that all merchandizing Goods, that by any Per- 
ſon or Perſons whatſoever, Merchants or others; 
ſhall be exported out of this Kingdom of Eng- 
land into New England to be ſpent, uſed, or 
employed there, or being of the Growth of 
that Country, ſhall be from thence imported 
hither, or ſhall be laden or put on board any 
Ship or Veſſel for Neceſſaries in paſſing to and 


fro, and all and every the Owner or Owners 


thereof, ſhall be free and diſcharged of and 


from paying and yielding any Cuſtom, Sub- 


ſidy, Taxation, or other Duty for the ſame, 


either inward or outward, either in this King- 
dom or New England, or in any Port, Haven, 


Creek, or other Place whatſoever, until the 


Houſe of Commons ſhall take further Order therein 
to the contrary. And all and lingularCuſtomers, 
F armers, and Collectors of Cuſtoms, Subſidies, 
and Impoſts, and other Officers, Miniſters, 
and Subjects whatſoever, are hereby required 


and enjoined, that they and every of them, 


upon the ſhewing forth unto them this Order, 


or a true Copy thereof, under the Hand of the 


Clerk of the Houſe of Commons, without any 


other Writ or Warrant whatſoeyer, do make 


« Full, 
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«full; whole, and entire e and due Allewanes ind 
t elear Diſcharge unto: the faid Owners of the 


«© ſaid Gebds and Merchandize, their Factors, 

«Servants, and Agents, according tothe Tenor | 

Wy ny true Meaning of this Order“ 
H. Exsstxo, Cler. Parl. D. Mo | 
And ſo far was the Province from thinking 


this Declaration of the ſupreme Right of Parlia- 
ment to tax them, a Breach of e Charter Pri- 
vileges, that the General Court ordered it to be 


entered upon their public Records, that it might 
remain to their Nolan as A ſtanding Proof of 
Parliamentary Favour. Huch. p. 114. 

The firſt Man who e to have had a juſt 
Nation of the Nature and Uſe. of Colonies, was 


Cromwell. In their Infancy they had ſcarcely been 


an Object of Legiſlation. And till his Time, 


they had been ſuffered to trade as they could, and 
whereſoever they pleaſed. But he paſſed an Ordi- 


nance.of Parliament, prohibiting the Plantations 
from receiving or exporting any European Com- 
modities, except in Engliſh built Ships, navigated. 


by Engliſbmen; and forbidding all Correſpondence. 


with any Nation or Colony not ſubject to England, 
and allowing no Alien to ſet up a Factory, or to 
carry on Trade in the Plantations. And this Idea 
was afterwards improved and enlarged in the ler 
veral Acts of Navigation under Charles II. 
Soon after the Reſtoration the Colony again't pre- | 


cxivel Noticeof Complaints, with an Order from 


the King to ſendo over proper Perſons to make An- 
| fer, 


wes > 


TOY 


ſxer do Whew, „The General Court teig e called, 
appointed tro Agents, and ſent them with an 
Addiels of: Congratulation 01 his Majeſty's Ac- 
ceſſion. T His Addreſs, as Mr. Neal relates it, af- 
ter Expreſſtons df thelt Loyalty, goes on to im- 
plore his Majeſtys Protection of them in the free 
Loy of their Religion. We ſupplicate your 
% Majctty{ſay they, ift a Stile wery different froth | 
« their modern Compoſitions) for your gracious 
Protection of us in the Continuance both of our 
« civil and religious Liberties, according to the 
_ «Grante&& Known End of ſuing for the Patent 
<> conferred upon this Plantation by your Royal 
« Father. Our Liberty to walk in the Way of 
8 Goſpel, with all good Conſcience accord- 5 
1 ing t to the Order of the Goſpel, was the Cauſe 
of our tranſporting ourſelves with our wives, 
gur little ones, and our Subſtance, from that 
e pleaſant Lane, over the Aflantic Ocean into the 
«+ vaſtWilderneſs, chooſing rather the pureSerip- 
« ture Worſhip with a good Conſcience in this 
remote Wilderneſs then the Pleaſures of Eng- 
and, with Submiſſion on the Impoſitions of the 
« thenſo diſpoſed, and ſofarprevalling Hierarchy, 
“ which we could not do without an evil Con- 
« ſcience. We are not ſeditious as to the Lgtereſt 
« of Cat, nor ſchiſmatical, as to Matters of 
„Religion. We diſtinguiſh between Churches 
and their Iimpurities.— We could not five with- 
00 out the” * Worlhip of God, nor be per- 
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6 i the public Worſhip, without a0. Aa 
« Yoke of Subſcription and Conformity as we 
« could not conſent unto without Sin. That we 
might therefore enjoy Divine Worſhip without 
human Mixtures, without Offence to God, 
« Man, and our on Conſcience, *We- with ö 
Leave, but not without Tears, departed from 
« our Country, N * ee Houſes | 
< into this Patmos,” = 
ay rl | Nia, vor. bo p. 350. 


The Agents returned with the King's $ Anſwer 
| under various Heads: And in one Part of it, af- 
ter accepting the Profeſſions of their Loyalty; the 
King expreſsly declares : © We will preſerve; and 
do hereby confirm the Patent and Charter here- 
<« tofore granted unto them by our Royal Father 
& of bleſſed Memory; and they ſhall fully enjoy 
all thePrivileges and Liberties granted to them 
<« in and by the ſame; and we will be ready to 
renew the ſame Charter to them under our great 
« Seal of England, whenſoever: _ Mt: _ 
6 fire i it. 


This is the Letter, which they! ſo en boaſt of, 

as a Royal Confirmation of their Charter; and 
ſuch it doubtleſs is. But they ſay nothing of the 
other Parts of the Letter, requiring among many 
other Things, a Reviſion of all their Laws, and 
a Repeal of every . derogatory to the King's 
Ae ; 


Cam. 


take Alloa ef the» Us U the 
Common Prayer; and the Permiſſion of Perſons 
* all — to vote at their Elections. 


Sb of theſe 110 Requiſtions they * 


| and others they never complied with, and thereby 


loſt the Benefit of this Grace, and incurred the 
King's Diſpleaſure, under which 23 ae 
during; the' whole Courſe of this Reign. - 


\ (57 | | IS 
54 F.#.< [3 * : ah Ch 11 10 * 


In r of this Diſobedience, the King 
in the Year 1664 iſſued a ſpecial Commiſſion under 
the great Seal, impowering Colonel Nichols and 
three other Perſons there named to go over; and 
enquire into the State of the Colony; © and to 
« hear and determine all Complaints and Ap- 

« peals in all Cauſes and Matters, military, cri- 
„ minal, and civil, according to their good and 
60 ſound Diſcretion, and to eh Inſtructions as 8 
« they 1 have or ſhall receive,” E 


"Mx (Ty 
+ > V v 1 


Upon the Return and A ort of theſe Cid? 
miſſioners, a Variety of Suits and Complaints were 
inſtituted againſt them, till at length they ended 
in the Condemnation of their Charter, and the 


total Diſſolution of their Government in the 
Year 1684. "I" 


King Charles lie Second lived to iniſn the Dill 
lution of the Goyernment under the old Charter, 
and 


= 


1 


. 

1 ſusceeded to the Axcroiſs:off his 
Deſporiſm over The. Preyinge to irs full Extant. 
Sir Edmund Andros was ſent to be theit Governor; 
| who ſuffered them to elect no Aſſembly or Coun- 
cil, and to have no other Governiment!thanwhar 
conſiſted with his arbitrary Will. He Himſelf 
made Laws, raiſed Troops, levied: Tates, and 
directed all Things with the Aſſiſtance dnly of a 
Council of his own Creatures, whom, he made 
the Inſtruments of his ee ard the Harpies 
Wt Avarice. SONG ν 9 N 

| 0 Ei: 01 18 31 51 2 

To e bake wy bring the Province 
into a State of abſolute Subjeftiony the People 
were told that their Charter being diſſoly ed, their 
Titles to their Lands,were forfei ed with, it, or in 
the brutal Phraſe of the Time, th the Calf died 
in the Cow's Belly. Inder this Pretence all Per- 
ſons were called upon t to take out new Patents for 
their Lands, ſubject t to ſuch Fines as, ſhould, be 
impoſed ; and Writs of Intruſion were brought 


againſt thoſe who F to N Wade 
their Eſtates. by 


| Beſides this generalException't to üs that 
they were derived from a Grantor, which, now 
the Charter was gone, had no Title: The Caſe of 
Towns was yet worſe; for they were declared to 


be not capable of taking any Eſtates. 25 
4. 6 


1 


The Town. of. Ipſwich remonſtrated againſt the 
paying Taxes, levied by the Governor's ſole Au- 
thority without the Conſent of an Aſſembly, o or of 
Parliament. And the Selectmen voted, That 
« inaſmuch as it is againſt, the Privileges. of 
5 © Engliſh Subjects to have Money raiſed with- 
« out their own Con nt. in an Aſſemdiy or Par- 


„ ljament; therefore they will petition the King 


6 5 Liberty of an Aſſembly before they make 
66 any Rates. For this two of them were, 1 


FP TT 4 3 


50h. a | Man. . 
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The Phodtedtings: of he Tn af bs 


in which was their College, and which therefore 


may be ſuppoſed to have known their Conſtitu- ; 


tion, ſhews the abje& State of Deſpondency, to 


which they were reduced. The more to move 
Compaſſion, they ſet their two oldeſt Inhabitants 
at their Head, and of armed in the following 
Manner: 13 


70 the King's Mott Excellent Majeſty. | 


T he Petition and Addreſs of John Gibſon, aged 


about 87, and George Willow, aged 86 Years, 
as. alſo on Behalf of their Neighbours, the In- 
habitants of Cambridge in New England, in 
moſt humble wiſe ſheweth, 


* That your Majeſty's: good Subjects, with 
wy muck hard Labour and great Diſburſements, 


e have 


/ 


« have Rithtved 4 Wüdkerden, built Gut Houſes 


* and planted Orchards; being encouraged by 
our indubitable Right to the Soil, by the Royal 


* Charter granted oder the firſt Planters, t toge- : 
ther with our firſt Purchaſe of the Natives; as. 


&« alſo by ſundry Letters and Declarations ſent to to 
« the late Governor and Company from his late 
« Majeſty your Royal Btother, aſſuring Us of 
« the full Enjoyment of our Properties and Poſ- 
es ſeſſions, as is more eſpecially contained in the 
Declaration ſent; when the Quo Warranto was 

iſſued out againſt our Charter. But we are ne- 
ceſſitated to make this our Moan and Com- 
- plaint to your Excellent Majeſty; for that our 
« Title is now queſtioned to our Lands, b 7 us 
quietly poſſeſſed for near Gixty Years, and with- 
«© out which we cannot ſubſiſt. Our bumble 

Addreſs to our Governor Sir Edmund Andros, 
„ ſhewing our juſt Title, long and peaceable 
Poſſeſſion, together with our Claim of the 

Benefit of your Majeſty's Letters and Decla- 

rations, aſſuring all your good Subjects that 
they ſhall not be moleſted in their Froprapes 
and Poſſeſſions, not t availing, 


£ 1 1 4 
y ad 3 3 


| = Royal Sir, We are a poor People, by, have 
© no Wayto —_ Money to defend our Cauſe 


in the Law, nor Know we of Friends at Court; 
and therefore unto your Royal Majeſty; as the 


| 6; Public Fatherof all ran do we make 
” this 


J 


uy this our Humble Addreſs for Relief, bofreching 
paſs your Royal Act 


K 


„your Majeſty graciouſly to 


e for the Confirmation of your Majeſtyꝰs Subjects 
“ here in dur Poſſeſſions, to Us derived from 


“our late Governor and Company of this your 
Majeſty's Colony. We now humbly caſt our- 
c ſelves and the diſtreſſed Condition of our Wives 


4 and Children at your Majeſty's Feet, and con- 


e clude with that Saying of WE tn " 


4 HERO" ae on Ne 
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Such was the arbitrary B Rule of Jam then 
this is the Reign to which the Faction of Boſton 
have compared his Majeſty's. With:this ſingular 
Difference, that whereas their Anceſtors threw 


themſelves at the Feet of King James, they trai- 


torouſly exhort their People to Arms againſt 
Acts of Parliament paſſed by his Majeſt. 


on Thc. CF:.-4 


UPON a Review of this Hiſtory, the Reader 


will be at a Loſs to think what can be the Foun; 
dation of [thoſe extenſive. Claims, which. theſe 


Men have of late been making: Nor will he ea- 


fily conceive from what Part of their Conſtitution 
they derive the leaſt Pretence of Exemption from 
the Juriſdiction of Parliament. And yet if there 
be any ſuch Exemption, it muſt certainly be found 


in ſome of their Patents or Charters antecedent to 


the Revolution. Under the Prerogative Reigns of 
- i Stuart 
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poſſibly have patied: But from that happy Zra 


he poſſeſſed over alf the Zxgizh Dominions, only 


* * * 
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-Hhions independent on Parliament? e bet BY 
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© Gruits of thi Sort WY 


of our Liberties, the Power of the Crown has 
been too clearly aſcertained, and: he Authority of 
Parliament too firmly ware 40 admit of f 
wy Competition berween chem. e 


7 >. c 22 


1 
34 have hightero Git Fb e of the ; 
Chartet of King William; beeauſe, though that | 
is the only Charter which the Province of Na 
chuſetts now has, and is by far the moſt advan- |: 
tageous Charter for the People there, which: they | 
ever had yet they themſelves muſt know, ne 
ou 15 be no D oe: r N 


8 N. 


nh Willie chk how ane ud a Charm 4 
of a King William never. would 
have done it, King William . * 


This great t Reſtorer of the Liberties of Par- | 


the lead Suppoſition of 'this: Kind.” :Coaldin ö 
ere King aſſume to himſelf a Power | 

ſuperior to che Laws which made him Could 
King William, who derived the Authority which | 


From Parliament, derive from thence-a Power of |; 
making the Subjects of any Part of WY Domi | 


* * 
k & ? 0 e 
© r * 


went; zuck müelk more wd ſhook dare to dtaf 


11 
Ir u Cen Rave a Power to rant tö he 
Subiects X any one Purt ef the Hriss Empire; 

an Exemption from the Authority of Parlia- 
ment Ie may by "the! fame Power eempt any 
other Part, and conſequently may take” all the 
Parc from et ef its Juriſdiction. The very 
Perfection of Tyranhy and Deſpotiſn. Could 
+ Pilla erer have thought bf fuch 4 Thing; 
ich he moſt certain did trot; yer hit thine 
cellor” could have been found Arty enough to 
have ſet the Seal to ſuch a Charter. That Mi⸗ 


niſter's Head would fit very looſely upon his 


Shoulders; whe at any Time fuer the Revoſu- 
den Mould adviſe the Crow to an Attempt to 


tender a ſingle Sübject independent of Purlia- 


es from irs Jutifaietion. 


5 \ £8 3 1 «3.4 


The greut and Fry civil 5 ef Ke 
James Forfeiture and Expullion, was his At- 
tempting to ſuſpend the Laws of Parliamettt with 
reſpect to the Papiſts, who were a ſmall Part only 
of his Subjects; is it poflible then to ſuppoſe that 
Sir Jahn Somers, Sir eofye Treh, and t the greareft 
Lawyers of the Age'irhmediat the Revo- 
lation; could have preſumed 16Art ap and paſe 
a Patem under the Great Seal, which ſhould not 
merely fu pend for Tire, but idtatet) Abet 
see 10 YIOIO TW'g For 
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for oaks Power, of Acts, of Fs iam 
0 ene | 


1 oY my 10 4 ide | 
. *. 1170 17 \ 2113 rc e nes 
4 i me look. into the Hiſtory of the paſſing o 
Charter, every Part. of it, ſhews,: that 


o thing copld be farther from the Thoughts of the 


King and Council, than the granting of an 


ſuch Exemption. And the; Account of thaſs 
Tranſactiops will fully illuſtrate. every Thing 


which. . een vi both. of the, Ares. . 


and of this. 8 71 . 189 3 1 3 BI "BE 
183. * 65 i 3 Min f 


Upon 8 Acceſſion of Kon Allan, the 
People a at Boſton ſeized upon their Governor, and 
called. a Convention. This Aſſembly. added two 
more Agents to the two, which were before i in 
England, . and ſent them over with Inſtructions 
« to ſolicit the Confirmation of their, nt 
« Charter, and all its Rights and Privileges; and, 


« jf-there ſhould be Opportunity, to.endeavopur 


c the obtaining ſuch far ther P rivileges, 5 AS en 5 


« be of Benefit to the Colony.” ane 5 


2. 


The Houſe of commons 1 reſalved, * * 


ſeiſing of the Charters of the Corporations and 


Colonies in King Charles's Time was illegal: And 
2 Bill had been brought 1n for. the Renewal of 
them, though it did not paſs. The Agents there- 
fore hoped, that they might be allowed to reaſ⸗ 
ſume their Charter. The Colony of Connecticut, 
having 


fabriced; is the Year = and having had no | 
Judgment entered againſt aheir-Charter;'pior any 
Sutrendry thereof upon Record, actually did re- 
aſſutme theirs. But the Caſe of Maſſachuſetts was 
different, they having ſtood Tryal, and having 
had Judgment entered againſt t them. The. ſame 
great 1 Wyers, therefore, Ward, 'S mers, and, 
| Treby, "who found that Connetticut might relume 
their former Charter, RIOT! that Maſſa 
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fatts could. got. 3 1 * 
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% The King beloved Wege to Stück K 

4 new Charter; and to reſerve to himſelf the 7g 4 
0 ing of a Governor and ſome other Officers; and + 
in directed the Attorney and Solicitor . i. - 
"Y draw one. The firſt Draught was thought too 

at, looſe,” and was rejected. A ſecond being drawn 

d, more agreeably to the King 8 Inſtructions, was 

ir ſhewn.to the Agents, with a Liberty given them 

ut to offer any Objections. But upon Mr. Mathers 
* ſaying that he would ſooner part with his Life 
5 than conſent to it, they were told that the Con- 

” ſent of the Agents was. not deſired ; That the 

d Agents from New England were not Plenipo- 

a tentiaries from a Sovereign State: And that, if 

of. they declared they would not ſubmit. to the 

"XP King's Pleaſure, his Majeſty would ſettle the 

"A Country, and ay _ take what would . 

t, low. | | 
=. 9 
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Tyo of 

eee the Province: af: * 
' yas ſtfongly attached, though with very Antle 
Reaſon. For the State of their Case having | 
been colerred. to ene hs: [Opiniqs «given. 
Wen 48 fol Illi, ON __ SID 


— Tha: a bare as" of the © = Chai TEL 
| «ind el cially of the » aſſechifett?,. NR 
*. of n 5 e at all; as a appears both from the 
« Charter itſelf and from the Practice of that 
„ Colony, who have hardly purſued the Terms 

« thereof in any one Inſtance. As ta the Char- 
4 ter itſelf, that Se x a] ſhould e ty 


« * would want, 


| 


1. A Power to calf a fe Aubin 5 for 
& 5 many thouſand Freemen have an equal 


«& * Right | to fir in the Aſſembly. 


A 


5 u. l Power to tay Taxes and raiſe Money, | 
4 eſpecially on Inhabitants not Fremen, and 
Ks ren _ to trade w—_. 


gt 
* 


in. « They have no  Adimiraley.” 


"a 


306 Iv. « They ve: no Power coker Ae 
SG NE Court, to IE Wills, dc. n 


V. 4c Nor to erect Courts of RES abe. 
5 cially non Courts.“ | 


W 


r 
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Tue Reader eaſiy ſces that the Charter: linting 
a originally given to a Company ret in 
_ England, all' theſe Things were n Een 


for here in the King's Courts. 


The other two Agents, Nb Mather and Sir 
William Aſburft, drew up their Objections againft 
the Minutes z which were preſented to the Attor- 
ney-General and laid before the Council; and a 
Copy ſent to the King in Flanders : whb diſap- 


proved of the Objections, and ordered the Char- 


It vas ſtill urged on the Part of the Province, 


that they thought it would be a ſingularly hard 
Caſe, that the Effects of the late Tyranny ſhould 
be felt by them alone, of all their Majeſty's 

Subjects: all the other Charters having by one 
Means or other been reſtored. But to this it 
was anſwered, That there was this Difference be- 
tween the Caſe of the Maſſachuſetts, and moſt of 
the 6ther Charters. In general, there was no 


Room for legal Exception to the Powers exer- 


ciſed by the Corporations; but the Maſſacbuſetis 


Charter not being intended when it was granted 
for ſuch Government, as ĩs neceſſary to be exer- 
ciſed in a Colony remote from its Mother Coun- 
try, a Reverſion of the former Judgment would 
have been of no Service: + And Sir George 
Treby declared to Mr. Adather, Sir Fals Somers 


| 1 Hutchinſon, Page 414. 


end tle-tmo/ Lords Chief Juſtices: being pen 
——— 8 ee! the Jud gm re 


161 


oul: erde 
> hich, before * Warrante, they had done, 
a new Writ would iſſue out againſt. them in 
„ Maſtminſter- hall, and there would be a Judg- 


ment againſt them, and ſuch an one as there 
would be: no Room for a Writ of Error.“ By 


the old Charter, it was ſaid, they had Power to 
impriſon or inflict Puniſnment in criminal Caſes, 
according to the Courſe of Aras pigs in Eng. 
land, but that, unleſs capital Caſes be expreſsly 

mentioned, the Power would not reach hem. 
That no Power was given to erect Judicatories, or 
Courts for Probate of Wills ;- or with Admiralty 


Juriſdiction; nor had they any Power to conſti- 


tute a Houſe of Deputies or Repreſentatives, nor 
to impoſe T axes on the Inhabitants; nor to incor- 
porate Towns, Colleges, Schools, Ec. which 
Powers and Priv nen Nag been ee eee 
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Can the Reider alk for en to 
prove the extreme Defectiveneſs of this ancient 
Charter? Is it to be ſuppoſed: that a Charter 


which fails in ſo many Points, which are abſolute- 
Ty neceſſary to conſtitute any Government at all; 


Niould be intended in this ſingle Inſtance to con- 
vey a greater Privilege, than was ever before 
| | ns 


„ ð̊Vn ÄꝓM òͤ—ͤ5 Se Poa bt eo ]ð ᷣ be tt ot oo 


TW] 
given to a Subject: The Rightof being exempted 
from the uriſdiction of Parliament? That a 
Charter, which was ſo very ſhort ſighted, as not 
to provide a proper Power to raiſe Taxes for the 
Support of their on Provincial Government; 


ſnould yet have looked ſo very far forward, as to 


provide that they ſhall not be taxed by Parlia- 
ment, for the general Service of the whole Em- 


pire. And yet this is the Charter, which their 


factious Leaders have been ſpreading before them 
in every Attack upon the Britiſb Legillature. May 


I not ſay too, that this is the Charter, which has 


benumb'd the Powers of the Legiſlature for three 


Seſſions pgnther, - -AS if OP were n to _ 


at it. FRY 


If we look i into King Willant 8 Ch ſelf, | 


we ſhall ſee that there is not a ſingle Expreſſior, 
which can warrant the me, oh e ſuch 
exclulive — 8 hl 


The Charter gives a this Power rof b laying 
Taxes upon themſelves, for the Support and De- 
fence of the Government there, without which no 
Government could ſubſiſt: And doubtleſs it never 


could have been thought reaſonable, that this 


Country ſhould charge itſelf with the Expence of 


maintaining their civil Eſtabliſhment.” But for 


the Taxes neceſſary for the Support and Well- 


being of the * Empire, the Right of raiſing 


E the, 


to. 
GE Ft „Amt and of aſſigning to each Fe et 
of it der reſpective Proportions, this is AR phi 
which ever was, and ever muſt be inherent in a 
| fupreme Authority, which pervades and foperiti- . 
tends the Whole; nor is there a TO No in 
the Charter which: l . 3 


and i in many other Places, 25 MINE 


4 ; 


74 hows give hi the Clauſes, 1 to elle t the 65 5 
neral- Court to make Laws, to name Offices, 
and to levy Taxes; which is the whole of 1 it. 
that relaoes to the Pang N 


KN or we * 3 for us, our Shen end 
Succeſſors, give and grant to the ſaid Governor, 
and the Great and General Court or Aſſem; 
« bly of our ſaid Province or Territory, for 
the Time being, full Power and Authority, 
from Time, to Time, to make, ordain, and 
<« eſtabliſh all Manner of wholſome and reaſop: 
e able Orders, L. aws, Statutes, and Ordinanees, 
Directions and Inſtructions, either with Penalr 
ties or without (ſo as the ſame be not repugy 
< nant or contrary to the Laws of this our R 
« of England) as they ſhall judge to be for the 
Good Lang Welfare of our faid Province or Ter 
| « fitory, 


» 
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4e ſhall thi the ane; and — —— 


ks GY a» Waxes 
* 


4 of. And 48 0 Wr 67 Sur Heirs and Suc- 

< ceſſors, give and grant, that tlie ſaid Geber 

« Court or Aſſembly ſhall have full Power and 

* Authority, to name and ſettle annually all civil 
_ <- Officers within the {aid Province, ſuch Officers 

* excepted, the Election and Conttitution of 

«whom we have by theſe Preſents reſer ved to us, 
* cdur Heirs and Succeffdörs, or to the Governor 


1 


3 Laws and Statutes of this out Realin of if Eg 
* Jand, as fall be reſpectively adminiſtered unto 
them for the Execution of their ſeveral Offices 


F N N. 


« Impriſonments, and other! Puniſhments ; and 


6 able Aſſeffments, Rates, and Taxes, upon the 


. xv ft * 


« Warrant under the 11 of the 8 of 
« our ſaid Province' for the ime being, Vith 


« the AE and We of ihe Fong for our 


MA 45 
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Support and Defen Defence of the Government chere. 


66% of © our faid Provirice for the Time Na z and 2 


« and Places; and alſo to impoſe Fines, Mult, 


4 to im mpoſe and levy proportionable and reaſon- 


Na Wha any and Perſons. of all ; and every the Pro: 


* "00 Service 
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6 Service in the neceſlary Defence and. uppo 
H of our Government of our ſaid Province er 
« Territory, and the Protection and Preſervation 
10 of the Inhabitants there, according to ſuch Acts 
« as are on: ſhall bein Force WR our ſaid I 
vince.” YN 2 


] 7 now, 2 the Med Powers of - = Got 
5 the Revolution, an any Man can think, that by 
giving them Power to raiſe Money for the Pur- 
: poſes of their own, provincial Government, King 5 
William intended to reſtrain his Parli ent from 
the Power of taxing them for the pub lic Seryice; 
Such an one muſt allow too, that the preceding 
Paragraph i isequally reſtrictive; and that the Par- 
liament is thereby debarred —— making ! Laut 
for them; for that Power alſo is granted in the 
very ſame Terms, and is expreſly declared to be 
for the Piney Pt ahd Ls of Goyern- | 
ment. 8 1 * 


$ * 
4 3 ; 


Such an one muſt alſo Ernte that Lord S5. ü 
mers and the King's Judges, when they remarked | 
it to the Agents as a capital Defect in their firſt 
Charter, that it gave to the Province rio Power of 
raiſing Taxes, which yet they ever had and would 
be forced to do, and thereby forfeit their C harter ; 
that the Defect, which they really meant, vas, 
that they were not exempted from the Taxes of 
Parliament and that therefore they inſerted this 

Clauſe 


— 


p [71] 
Clauſe into the new one, to prevent their forfeit- 
ing their new Charter by ſubmitting to it. 


To angles the Abſurdity, ſuch an one „ we 


ſuppoſe, at the ſame Time that Lord Somers and 


the Engl Judges were ſo intent upon putting 
them out of the parliamentary Juriſdiction; that 
the Agents chemſelves were ſo very deſirous of con- 
tinuing under it; that when the Minutes of this 
Charter, veſting in the Colony the whole Power 


of Government, was ſhewn to them; they were 


all much diſſatisfied with 1 itz and that Mr. Mather 
theChief of them declared, That he would ſooner 
loſe his Life than conſent. to =... 


If theſe Suppolitions appear too abfurd 
to admit of the Reader's Belicf, he will then 
agree with me, that, when the People of New | 
England pretend to any Right of Exemption from 
the Taxes of Parliament, they may, if they pleaſe, 
ſeek for Proofs from other Topics of Argument, 
and derive it if they can from other Sources, but 
will neyer bad 1 it in N „ „ 
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COLONY CHARTER®. 


CHARLES by the Grace of God, King 
of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, 
Defender of the Faith, &. 

To all to whymi theſe Preſents ſhalt conie, Greetings 

7 HERE As our moſt deare and royal 

Father King James of bleſſed memory, 

by his Highneſs's letters patents beareing date 


at Weſtminſter the third day of November, in 
the eighteenth year of his reign, hath given and 


granted unto the Councel eſtabliſhed at Ply- 
mouth in the county of Devon, for the planting, 


ruling, ordering and governing of New-Eng- 
land in America, and to their heirs ſuceeſſours 
and aſſignes for ever: All that part of America 

lying and being in breadth from fourty degrees 
of northerly latitude from the equinoxtiall line, 
to fourty eight degrees of the ſaid northerly lati- 
tude incluſively, and in length of and within all 
the breadth aforeſaid throughout the maine lands 


from ſea to ſea, together alſo with all the firme 
lands, ſoyles, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, 


waters, fiſhing, mines and mineralls, as well 
—_  __ royall. 


This firſt Charter of the Maſſachuſets Colony has never 
been printed. There are very few Manuſcript Copies of 

it. Thoſe are liable to ſo many accidents that it is 
thought proper to publiſh it as the moſt likely means of 

preventing it's being 1rrecoverably loſt, A 
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royall mines of gould and ſilver, as other mines 
and mineralls, precious ſtones, quarries, and all 
and ſingular other commodities, juriſdictions, - 
privileges, franchiſes and preheminences both 
within the ſaid tract of land upon the maine, and 
alſo within the iſlands and ſeas adjoining. Pro- 
vided always that the faid iſlands or 1 yo 
and 
meant to be granted were not then actually poſ- 
ſeſſed or inhabited by any other chriſtian prinee, 
or ſtate, nor within the bounds limits or terri- 
tories of the ſouthern colonies then before granted 
by our ſaid deare father to be planted by ſuch 
of his loving ſubjects in the ſouthern parts. To 
have and to hold poſſeſs and enjoy all and ſin- 
gular the aforeſaid continent, lands, territories, 


_ Hlands, hereditaments and precincts, ſeas, waters, 


fiſhings, with all and all manner their commo- 
dities, royalties, liberties, preheminences, and 
profits that ſhould from thenceforth ariſe from 
thence with all and ſingular their appurtenances, 


and every part and parcel thereof, unto the ſaid 


Councel, and their ſucceſſors and aſſignes for 
ever, to the ſole and proper uſe, benefit and 
behoof of them the ſaid Councel and their ſuc- 


_ ceffors and affignes forever: To be houlden of 


our ſaid moſt dear and royal Father, his heirs 
and ſucceſſors, as of his manor of Eaft-Green- 
wich in the county of Kent, in free and com- 
mon ſoccage, and not in Capite nor by knights 
ſervice. Yiclding and paying therefore to the 
ſaid late King, his heirs and fucceſſors the fifth 
part of the oare of gould and filver which ſhould 


trom time to time and at all times thenafter hap- 


pen to be found, gotten, had and obtained in, - 
at, or within any of the ſaid lands, limits, ter- 
ritories and precincts, or in or within any part 

5 | or 


— 


— 


( Is } 
or parcel thereof, for or in reſpect of all and all 
manner of duties, demands and ſervices whatſo- _ 


ever to be done made or paid to our ſaid dear 
Father the. late King, his heirs and ſucceſſors ; 


as in and by the ſaid letters patent (amongſt ſun- . 
dry other clauſes, powers, privileges and grants 
therein contained) more at large appeareth. And 
whereas the ſaid Councel eſtabliſhed at Plymouth 
in the county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, 


ordering and governing of New-England in Ame, 


rica, have by their deed indented under their 


common ſeal, bearing date the nineteenth day 


of March laſt paſt, in the third year of our 
reign, given, granted, bargained, fold, enfeoffed, 
aliened and confirmed to Sir Henry Roſewell, 
Sir John Young, knights, Thomas Southcott, 
John Humphrey, John Endicott and Symon 
Whetcomb, their heirs and aſſociates forever, 
all that part of New-England in America afore- 
faid which lieth and extendeth between a great 


river there commonly called Monomack, alias 
| Merrimack, and a certain other river chang called 


Charles river, being the bottom of a certain bay 
there commonly called Maſſachuſetts, alias Mat- 
tachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts bay, and alſo all 
and ſingular thoſe lands and hereditagments what- 
ſoever lying and being within the Pace of three 


Engliſh miles on the ſouth part of the {aid Charles 


river, or of any or every part thereof, and alſo 


all and ſingular the lands and hereditaments what- 


ſoever, lying and being within the ipace of three 
Engliſh miles to the ſouthward of the ſouther- 
moſt part of the ſaid bay called Maſſachuſetts, 


alias Mattachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts bay, and 


alſo all thoſe lands and heredicaments which lye 
and be within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles 
to the northward af the {aid river called Mono- 
. m ck. 
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and every part and pascel thereof; And all the 


go CT}, 
tack, alias Merrimack, or to the northwatd 6f at 
and every part thereof, and all lands and heredi= 


taments whatſoever, lving within the limits afore: 


ſaid, north and ſouth, in latitude and breadth; - 


and in.length and longitude, of arid within all 


the breadth aforeſaid, throughout the main lands 
there, from the Atlantic and weſtern ſea and 
ocean on the eaſt part to the ſouth ſea on the 
welt part, and all lands and grounds, place and 
places, foils, wood and wood grounds, havens, 
ports, rivers, waters, fiſhing and hereditaments 


whatſoever, lying within the ſaid bounds and 
limits, and every part and parcel - thereof, and 


alſo all iſlands lying in America afeteſaid in the 


_ ſaid ſeas or either of them. on the wefterne or 


eaſterne coaſts or parts of the ſaid tracts of lands 
Hy the ſaid indenture mentioned to be given, 
granted, bargained, ſold, enfeoffed, aliened 
and confirmed or any of them: And alſo all 
mines and mineralls, as well royall mines of 
gould and filver, as other mines and mineralls 
whatſoever in the ſaid lands and premiſſes or any _ 
part thereof: And all juriſdictions, rights, roy- 


alties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, privi- 


ledges, franchiſes, preheminences, and commo- 
dities whatſoever, which they the ſaid Councel 
eſtabliſhed at Plymouth in the county of Devon 
for the planting ruling ordering and governing 
of New-England in America then had or might 
uſe exerciſe or enjoy, in and within the faid 
lands and premiſſes by the ſaid indenture men- 


_ tioned to be given, granted, bargained, ſould, 


enfeoffed and confirmed, or in or within any part 
or parcel thereof, To have and to hould the 
ſaid part of New-England in America which 
lyeth and extends and is abutted as aforeſaid; 


= 


1 WF 
faid iſlands, rivers,” ports, havens, waters, fiſhy 
ings, mines and minerals, juriſdictions, frans 


* chiles, royalties, liberties, 'priviledges, commo- 


dities, hereditaments and premiſſes whatſoever, 
with the appurtenances, unto the ſaid Sir Henry 


Roſewell, Sir John Lounge, Thomas Southcott, 


John Humfrey, John Endecott and Symon Whet- 
comb, their heirs and aſſignes, and their aſſo- 
ciates, to the only proper and abſolute uſe and 
behoof of the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John 
Lounge, Thomas Southcatt, | John Humfrey, 
John Endecott and Symon Whetcomb, their 
heires and aſſignes, and aſſociates forevermore. 
To be houlden of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
as of our mannor of Eaſt Greenwich in the 
county of Kent, in free and common ſocca 

and not in Capite, nor by knights ſervice, yield- 
ing and paying therefore unto us, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors, the fifth part of the oare of gould 
and ſilver which ſhall from time to time and at 


all times hereafter happen to be found, gotten, 


had and obtained, in any of the ſaid lands within 


the faid limits, or in or within any part thereof, 


for and in ſatisfaction of all manner of duties, 
demands and ſervices whatſoever, to be done, 
made or paid to us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, as 
in and by the faid recited indenture more at 
lardge may appear. Now know ye, that we, 
at the humble ſuite and petition of the ſaid Sir 
Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Thomas 
Southcotr, John Humfrey, John 8 and 
Symon Whetcomb, and of others whom they 
have aſſociated unto them, Have, for divers good 
cauſes and conſiderations us moving, granted and 
confirmed, and by theſe preſents of our eſpeciall 
grace, certain, knowledge | nc meere motion do 
grant 


120 
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grant and confirm unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſe- 


well, Sir John Lounge, Thomas Southcotr, 

hn Humfrey, John Endecott, and Simon 
Whetcombe, and to their aſſociates hereafter 
named (videlicet) Sir Richard Saltonſtall Knt; 
Ifaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderfey, John Ven, 
Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe 
Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, 
Nathaniel Wright, Samucl Vaffall, Theophilus 
Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John 
Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, 
William Vaſſall, William Pinchon, and George 
Foxcroft their heirs and afſignes, all the ſaid 
part of New England in America, lyeing and 
extending betweene the bounds and limits in 
the ſaid recited indenture expreſſed, and all 


lands and grounds, place and places, ſoyles, 


wood and wood grounds, havens, ports, rivers, 


waters, mines, mineralls, juriſdictions, rights, 


Toyalties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, pri- 
viledges, franchiſes, preheminences, heredita- 
ments and commodities whatſoever to them the 


aid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, 


"Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John En- 
decott and Simon Whetcombe, their heirs and 
aſſignes, and to their aſſociates by the ſaid re- 


cited indenture given granted bargained ſould 


enfeoffed aliened and confirmed, or mentioned 
or intended thereby to be en granted bar- 
gained ſould enfeoffed aliened” and confirmed. 
To have and to hould the ſaid part of NW 


England in America and other the premiſſes 


hereby mentioned to be Pw and confirmed 
and every part or parcell thereof with the ap- 
purtenances unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, 
Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonftall, Tho- 
EE: | mas 
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mas as Southeott, John Humfrey; y: John Endecott; 
Symon Whetcombe, Ifaac John 


on, Samuel Al- 
derſey, John Ven, Matthew, Craddock, Geor 

Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, 
Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wri right, Samuel 
Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Tho- 
mas Adams. John Browne, Samuel Browne, 
Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William 


Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs and 


aſſignes for eyer, to their only proper and abſo- 
late uſe and behoof for evermore. To be houlden 
of us our heirs and ſucceſſours as of our mannor 
of Eaſt Greenwich aforeſaid in free and common 


ſoccage, and not in Capite nor by knights ſer- 
vice, and alfo yielding and paying therefore to 


us our heirs and ſucceffours the fifth part only 
of all oare of gould and ſilver, which from time 
to time and at all times hereafter ſhall be there 
gotten, had or obtained, for all ſervices, ex- 
actions and demands wharfoever, according to 
the tenure and reſervation in the ſaid recited in- 
denture expreſſed. And further know ye that 
of our more eſpeciall E certain knowledge 
and meere motion we have given and granted; 


and by theſe preſents do for us our heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors 1 8 and grant unto the ſaid Sir Henry 


Roſewell, Sir John Lounge, Sir Richard Sal- 
tonſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, 
John Endecott, Simon Whetcombe, Iſaac John- 
ſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven. Mattew 
Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, 
Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 
Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, 
Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, 
Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Vaſſall, William Pincbon, and George Fox- 
M eroft, 
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croft, their heirs and aſſignes, all that part of News 
England in America which lies and extends be- 
tween a great river there commonly called Mo- 
nomack river, alias Merrymack river, and a 
certain other river there called Charles river, 
being in the bottom of a certain bay there com- 
monly called Maſſachuſets, alias Mattachuſets, 
alias Maſſatuſets bay, and alſo all and ſingular 
thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever lyin 
within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles on the 
ſouth part of the ſaid river called Charles river, 
or of any or every part thereof, and alſo all and 
ſingular the lands and hereditaments whatſoever 
lyeing and being within the ſpace of three En- 
gliſh miles to the ſouthward of the ſoutherma 
part of the ſaid bay called Maſſachuſetts, alias 
Mattachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſets bay. And alſo 
all thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever 
which lye and be within the ſpace of three 
Engliſh miles to the northward of the ſaid 
river called Monomack alias Merrymack, or 
to the northward of any and every part 
thereof, and all lands and hereditaments what- 
forever lyeing within the limits aforeſaid north 
and ſouth in latitude and breadth, and in length 
and longitude of and within all the breadth 
_ aforeſaid throughout the maine lands there from 
the Atlantick and weſtern ſea and ocean on the 
eaſt part, to the ſouth ſea on the weſt parte, 
and all lands and grounds, place and places, 
ſoyles, wood and wood grounds, havens, ports, 
- rivers, waters and hereditaments whatſoever 
lyeing within the ſaid bounds and limits and 
every part and parcel thereof, and allo all iſſands 
in America aforeſaid in the ſaid ſeas or either of 
them cn the weſtern or eaſtern coaſtes, or 3 
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of the aid tracts of 3 hereb mel 
to be giyen or granted or any of them, and all 
mines and mineralls as well royall mines of 
gould and ſilver as other mines and mineralls 
whatſoever in the ſaid lands and premiſſes or any 
part thereof, and free liberty of fiſhing in or 
within any the rivers or waters within the bounds 
and limits aforeſaid and the ſeas thereunto ad- 
joining, and all fiſhes, royal fiſhes, whales, 
balan, ſturgeon, and other fiſhes of what kind 
or nature ſoever that ſhall at any time hereafter 
be taken in or within the ſaid ſeas or waters or 
any of them, by the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, 
Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, | 
Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John Ende- 
cott, Symon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Sa- 
muel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, 
George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard 
Perry, Richard Bellin gham, Nathaniel Wright, 
Samuel Vaſlall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas 
Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel 
Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, 
William Pinchon, and George Foxcroft their 
heirs and aſſignes, or by any other perſon or 
perſons whatſoever there inhabiting by them or 
any of them appointed to fiſh therein. Pro- 
vided always that if the ſaid lands iflands or 
any other the premiſſes herein before mentioned, 
and by theſe preſents intended and meant to be 
granted, were at the time of the granting of the 
aid former letters patents dated the third day of 
November in the eighteenth yeare of our faid 
deare fathers reigne aforeſaid actually poſſeſſed or 
inhabited by any other chriſtian prince or ſtate, 
or were within the bounds, limits, or territories 
5 that ſoutherne colonie then before granted 
"= . by 
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1 our ſaid late father to be planted. by divers 
of his loveing ſubjects in the ſouth parts of 


America, that then this preſent grant ſhall not 


extend to any ſuch parts or parcells thereof, ſo 
formerly inhabited or lying within the bounds 
of the ſouthern plantation as aforeſaid, bur as to 
thoſe parts or parcells ſo poſſeſſed or inhabited 
by ſuch chriſtian prince or ſtate, or being within 
the bounds aforeſaid, ſhall be utterly voide, 
theſe preſents or any thing therein contained to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. To have and ta 
hould, poſſeſs and enjoy the ſaid parts of New- 
England in America, which lye, extend and are 
abutted as aforeſaid and every part and parcell 
thereof, and all the iſlands, rivers, ports, havens, - 
waters, fiſhings, fiſhes, mines, minerals, juriſ- 
ditions, franchiſes, royalties, liberties, privi- 
ledges, commodities and premiſſes whatſoever, 
with the appurtenances unto the ſaid Sir Henry 
Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Salton- 
ſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John 
Endecatt, Symon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, 
Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew Crad- 
dock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Rich- 

ard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 
Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Fheophilus Eaton, 
Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, 
Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Vaſſall, William Pinchon and George Foxcroft, 
their heirs and aſſignes forever, to the only pro- 


per and abſolute uſe and behoofe of the ſaid Sir 


Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard 
Saltonſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, 
John Endecott, $ 3ymon Whetcombe, Ifaac John- 
fon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew 
Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, 

| __ 
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Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 
Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton? 
Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, 


Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Vaſſall, William Pinchon, and George Fox- 
crofte, their heirs and aſſignes forevermore. To 


be houlden of us, our heires and ſucceſſours, as 
our mannor of Eaſt Greenwich in the county 


of Kent within our realme of England, in free 
and common ſoccage, and not in Capite, nor by 
knights ſervice, and alſo yeelding and paying 


therefore to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors the fifth 
part only of all oare of gould and filver which 
from time to time and at all times hereafter ſhall 
be there gotten, had or obtained, for all ſervices, 
exactions and demands whatſoever. Provided 
alwayes and our expreſſe will-fand meaneing is, 
that onely one fifth part of the gould and ſilver 
oare above mentioned in the whole, and no 
more, be reſerved or payeable unto us, our 


- heirs and ſucceſſours, by colour or vertue of 
theſe preſents, the double reſervations or recitals 
aforeſaid, or any thing therein contained not- 


withſtanding. And for as much as the your 
and proſperous ſucceſſe of the plantation of the 
ſaid parts of New-England aforeſaid intended 
by the ſaid Sir Henry. Roſewell, Sir John 

Younge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas South- 
cott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon 


| Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderley, 


John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Har- 
wood, -Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, Rich- 


ard Bellingham, Nathaniell Wright, Samuel 


Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, 
Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, 
Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſal, William 

| „ Pinchon, 
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C 
Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, to be ſpeedily 
ſett upon, cannot but chiefely depend, next 
under the bleſſing of Almighty God and the 
ſupport of our royall authority, upon the good 
government of the ſame, to the end that the 


affairs and buſineſſes which from time to time 
| ſhall happen and ariſe concerning the ſaid lands 


and the plantation of the ſame, may be the 
better managed and ordered, We have further 
hereby of our eſpeciall grace, certain know- 


| ledge and meere motion, given, granted and 
confirmed, and for us, our heires and ſucceſſours, 


do give, grant and confirme unto our ſaid 
truſtie and well-beloved ſubjects Sir Henry 
Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Salton- 
ſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John 
Endecott, Symon Whetcomb, Iſaac Johnſon, 


Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew Crad- 


dock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, 
Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Natha- 
niell Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, 
Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, 
Samuel . Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Vaſſall, William Pinchon and George Foxcroft, 
and for us, our heires and ſucceſſours, wee will 
and ordaine, That the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, 
Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Tho- 
mas Southcott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, . 
Symon Whetcombe, Ifaac Johnſon, Samuel Al- 
derſey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George 
Jarwoond, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, 
Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel 
Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, 
Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, 
Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William 
Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, and all ſuch 
| „„ = others 
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others as ſhall hereafter be admitted and made free 
of the companie and ſociety hereafter mentioned 
ſhall from time to time and at all times forever 
hereafter be by virtue of theſe preſents one body 
corporate politique in fact and name, by the 
name of the Governor and Companie of the 
Maſſachuſetts Bay in New England: And them 
by the name of the Governor and Companie of 
the Maſſachuſetts Bay in New-England, one 
body politique and corporate in deed fact and 
name, wee doe for us our heirs and ſucceſſors 
make ordaine conſtitute and confirme by theſe 
preſents, and that by that name they ſhall have 
perpetuall ſucceſſion, and that by the ſame name 
they and their ſucceſſors ſnall and may be capa- 
ble and enabled, as well to impleade and to be 
impleaded, and to proſecute demand and anſwer, 
and be anſwered unto in all and ſingular ſuites, 
cauſes, quarrells, and actions of what kind and 
nature ſoever. And alſo to have, take, poſſeſſe, 
acquire and purchaſe any lands, tenements, or. 
hereditaments, or any goods or chattells, the 
ſame to leaſe, grant, demiſe, alien, bargain, 
ſell and diſpoſe of as other our leige people of 
this our realme. of England, or any other cor- 
poration or body politique of the ſame may law- 
fully doe. And further that the ſaid Governor. 
and Companie and their ſucceſſors may have for- 
ever one common ſeale to be uſed in all cauſes 
and occaſions of the ſaid Companie, and the ſame. 
ſeale may alter, change, break and new make 
| from time to time at their pleaſures. And our 
will and pleaſure is, and we do hereby for us our. 
heirs and ſucceſſors ordaine and grant, that from 
henceforth for ever there ſhall be one Governor, 
one deputy Governor, and eighteen * 
"EM 
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of the ſame Companie to be from time to time 
conſtituted elected and choſen out of the freemen 
of the faid Companie for the time beinge, in 
ſents is expreſſed. Which faid officers ſhall 


apply themſelves to take care for the beſt diſ- 
poſing and ordering of the generall buſineſs and 


affaires of for and concerning the faid lands and 


premiſſes hereby mentioned to be granted, and 
the plantation thereof and the government of 


the people there. And for the better execution 


of our royall pleaſure and grant in this behalfe, 
we do by theſe preſents for us our heires and 
ſucceſſors nominate, ordaine, make, and conſti- 
tute our well beloved the ſaid Matthew Crad- 
dock, to be the firſt and preſent Governor of 
the ſaid Companie, and the ſaid Thomas Goffe 
deputy Governor of the ſaid Companie, 
and the ſaid Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Iſaac John- 
ſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, John Hum- 
frey, John Endecott, Symon Whetcombe, In- 
creaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, Nathaniel Wright, 
Samuel Vaſffall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas 
Adams, Thomas Hutchins, John Browne, 
George Foxcroft, William Vaſfall, and William 
Pinchon to be the preſent Aſſiſtants of the ſaid 
Companie to continue in the ſaid ſeveral offices 
reſpectively for ſuch time and in ſuch manner 
as in and by theſe preſents is hereafter declared 
and appointed. And further we will and by 
theſe preſents, for us our heires and ſucceſſors do 
ordaine and grant that the Governor of the 
ſaid Companie for the time being, or in his 
abſence, by occaſion of ſickneſs or otherwiſe, 
the deputy Governor for the time being ſhall 
have authority from time to time upon all oc- 

| caſions 
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eafions to give order for the aſſembling öf tlie 


_ Companie, and calling, them together to 


conſult and adviſe of the buſineſs and affaires of 
the ſaid Companie. And that the ſaid Governor, 
deputy Governor and Aſſiſtants of the faid 
Companie for the time being ſhall or may once 
every month or oftener at their pleaſures aſſemble 
and hould and keep a court or aſſembly of 


themſelves for the better ordering and directing 


of their affairs. And that any ſeven or more 
perſons of the Aſſiſtants together with the Go- 

vernor or deputy Governor ſo aſſembled ſhall be 
faid, taken, held, and reputed to be, and ſhall 
be a full and ſufficient court or aſſembly of the 


ſaid Companie, for the handling, ordering and 


diſpatching of all ſuch buſineſſes and occurrents, 
as ſhall from time to time happen, touching or 
concerning the {aid Companie or plantation, and 
that there ſhall or may be held and kept by the 
Governor or deputy Governor of the ſaid Com- 
panie, and ſeven or more of the ſaid. Aſſiſtants 
for the time being .upon every laſt Wedneſday 
in Hillary, Eaſter, Trinity and Michaelmas 
Termes reſpectively for ever, one great gene- 


rall and ſolemn aſſembly, which four generall 


aſſemblies ſhall be ſtyled and called the foure 


greate and generall courts of the ſaid Company: 
In all or any of which ſaid greate and generall 


courts fo aſſembled, We do for us, our heires 
and ſucceſſours, give and grant to the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Companie and theire ſucceflours, 
that the Governour, or in his abſence the de- 
puty Governour of the ſaid Companie for the 


time being, and ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and free- 


men of the ſaid Companie as ſhall be preſent 
or the greater number of them ſo affembled, 
0 whereof 


p 2 FF £74.68 . xa * 
iy * 182 r YG 
— a A la — —— 
— — 823 
— 


E 1 $ 2 A 
— oath ag. 
— — — - 
—— er — —— — 
— — — 


c ES => 
as — — gre — 9 — 
— 


e 


mit, and to elect and conſtitute ſuch officers as 


ing, managing and diſpatching of the affaires 


panie, and for the government and ordering of 


So as ſuch lawes and ordinances be not con- 
trary or repugnant to the laws and ſtatutes 


generall court or aſſemblie to be held for that 


hereafter be newly choſen into their rooms, or 
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whereof the Governour or deputy Governour 
and ſix of the Aſſiſtants at the leaſt to be ſeven, 
ſnall have full power and authority to chooſe, 
nominate and appoint ſuch and ſo many others 
as they ſhall thinke fitt, and that ſhall be willing 
to accept the ſame, to be free of the ſaid Com- 
pany and Body, and them into the ſame to ad- 


they ſhall thinke fitt and requiſite for the order- 


of the ſaid Governor and Companie and theire 
ſucceſſours, and to make lawes and ordinances 
for the good and welfare of the ſaid Com- 


the ſaid lands and plantation, and the people 
inhabiteing and to inhabite the ſame, as to 
them from time to time ſhall be thought meete. 


of this our realme of England. And our will 
and pleaſure is, arid we do hereby for us, our 
heires and ſucceſſours, eſtabliſh and ordaine, 
That yearely once in the yeare forever hereafter,, 
namely the laſt wedneſday in Eaſter terme 
yearely, the Governour, deputy Governour and 
Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Companie, and all other 
officers of the ſaid Companie ſhall be in the 


day or time newly choſen for the yeare inſueing 
by ſuch greater part of the ſaid Companie for 
the time being, then and there preſent, as is 
aforeſaid. And if it ſhall happen the preſent 
Governour, deputy Governour and Aſſiſtants 
by theſe preſents appointed, or ſuch as ſhall 


any of them, or any other of the officers to be 
| os appointed 
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appointed for the ſaid Companie, to dye, or to 
be removed from his or their ſeverall offices 
or places before the ſaid generall day of election 
(whom we do. hereby declare for any miſde- 


meanor or defect to be removeable by the Go- 
vernor, deputy Governor, Aſſiſtants and Com- 
panie, or ſuch greater part of them in any of 


the publick courts to be aſſembled as is afore- 
ſaid) that then and in every ſuch caſe it ſhall 
and may be lawfull to and for the Governour, 


deputy Governour, Aſſiſtants and Companie 
aforeſaid, or ſuch greater part of them ſo to be 
aſſembled as is aforeſaid, in any of their aſſem- 
blies to proceed to a new election of one or more 
others of their Companie in the room or place, 
rooms or places of ſuch officer or officers ſo 


dyeing or removed according to their diſcretions. 


And immediately upon and after ſuch election 
and elections made of ſuch Governour, deputy 
Governour, Aſſiſtant or Aſſiſtants or any other 
officer of the ſaid Companie in manner and 
forme aforeſaid, the authority, office and power 
before given to the former Governour, deputy 
Governour, or other officer, and officers ſo re- 


moved, in whoſe ſtead and place new ſhall be 


{o choſen, ſhall as to him and them and every 
of them ceaſe and determine. Provided allo, 
and our will and pleaſure is that as well ſuch 
as are by theſe preſents appointed to be the 
preſent Governour, deputy Governour and Al- 
liſtants of the ſaid Companie, as thoſe that ſhall 
ſucceed them, and all other officers to be ap- 


pointed and choſen as aforeſaid ſhall before they 


undertake the execution of their ſaid offices and 
places reſpectively take their corporall oathes 
tor their due and faithfull pertormance of their 
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E 
duties in their ſeverall offices and places, before 
ſuch perſon or perſons as are by theſe preſents 
hereunder appointed to take and receive the ſame, 
that is to ſay, the ſaid Matthew Craddock who 
is hereby nominated and appointed the preſent 
Governour of the ſaid Companie ſhall take the 
ſaid oathes before one or more of the Maſters of 


our court of chancery for the time being, unto 
which Maſter or Maſters of the Chancery we da 


by theſe preſents give full power and authority 


to take and adminiſter the ſaid oath to the ſaid 


Governour accordingly. And after the ſaid Go- 


vernour ſhall be ſo ſworne, then the ſaid deputy 
Governour and Aſſiſtants before by theſe preſents 
nominated and appointed ſhall take the faid 
ſeveral oathes to their offices and places reſpec- 
tively belonging before the ſaid Matthew Crad- 
dock the preſent Governour ſo ſworne as afore- 


ſaid. And every ſuch perſon as ſhall at the time 


of the annuall election, or otherwiſe upon death 
or remova:l, be appointed to be the new Gover- 
nour of the ſaid Companie ſhall take the oathes 


to that place belonging before the deputy Gover- 


nour or twoof the Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Companie 
at the leaſt for the time being. . And the new 
elected deputy Governour and Aſſiſtants, and all 
other officers to be hereafter choſen as aforeſaid 
from time to time ſhall take the oathes to their 
places reſpectively belonging before the Governour 
of the {aid Companie for the time being. Unto 
which faid Governour, deputy Governour and Aſ- 
ſiſtants, we do by theſe preſents give full power 
and authority to give and adminiſter the ſaid 
oathes reſpectively, according to the true meaning 
herein before declared, without any commiſſion or 
further. warrant to be had and obtained of us, 

: | our 


TE 
our heirs and ſucceſſors in that behalfe. And we 
do further of our eſpeciall grace, certain know- 


- Jedge and meere motion for us our heires and ſuc- 


ceſſours give and grant to the ſaid Governour 
and Companie and their ſucceſſors for ever by 
theſe preſents, that it ſhall be lawfull and free 
for them and their aſſignes at all and every time 
and times hereafter, out of any of our realmes 
and dominions whatſoever, to take, leade, carry. 


and tranſport for in and into their voyages, and 


far and towards the ſaid plantation in New Eng- 
land all ſuch and ſo many of our loving ſubjects 
or any other ſtrangers that will become our 
loving ſubjects and live under our allegiance, as 
ſhall willingly accompany them in the ſame 
voyages and plantation, and alſo ſhipping arraour 
weapons ordinance ammunition, powder, ſhott, 


corne, victuals, and all manner of clothing, 


implements, furniture, beaſts, cattle, horſes, 
mares, merchandizes, and all other things ne- 
ceſſary for the ſaid plantation, and for their uſe 
and defence, and for trade with the people there, 
and in paſſing and returning to and fro, any 
law or ſtatute to the contrary hereof in any 
wiſe notwithſtanding, and without paying or 
yeelding any cuſtome or ſubſidie either inward 
or outward to us, our heires or ſucceſſours, for 
the ſame, by the ſpace of ſeven yeares from 
the day of the date of theſe preſents. Provided 
that none of the ſaid perſons be ſuch as ſhall 


be hereafter by ſpeciall name reſtrained by us, 


our heires or ſucceſſours. And for theire further 
incouragement, of our eſpeciall grace and favour, 
we do by theſe preſents for us, our heires and 
ſucceſſours, yeeld and grant to the ſaid Governor 
and Companie and theire ſucceſſaurs and _ 
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of them, their factors and aſſignes, that they 
and every of them ſhall be free and quitt from 
all taxes, ſubſidies and cuſtomes in New-Eng- 
land for the like ſpace of ſeven yeares, and 
from all taxes and impoſitions for the ſpace of 
twenty and one yeares upon all goods and mer- 
chandiſes at any time or times hereafter, either - 
upon importation thither, or exportation from 
thence, into our realme of England, or into 
any other of our dominions, by the ſaid Gover- 
nour and Companie and theire ſucceſſours, their 
deputies, factors and aſſignes, or any of them, 
except only the five pounds per centum due for 
cuſtome upon all ſuch goods and merchandiſes, 
as after the ſaid ſeven yeares ſhall be expired 
ſhall be brought or imported into our realme of 
England, or any other of our dominions, ac- 
cording to the ancient trade of merchants, which 
five pounds per centum onely being paid, it 
ſhall be thenceforth lawfull and free for the ſaid 
adventyrers the ſame goods and merchandizes to 
export and carry out of our ſaid dominions into 
forreine parts, without any cuſtome, taxe or 
other duty to be'paid to us, our heires or ſuc- 
ceſſours, or to any other officers or miniſters of 
us, our heires and ſucceſſours. Provided that 
the ſaid goods and merchandizes be ſhipped out 
within thirteen months after their firſt landing 
within any part of the ſaid dominions. And 
we do for us, our heires and ſucceſſours, give 
and grant unto the ſaid Governour and Com- 
panie and their ſucceſſours, that whenſoever, or 
ſo often as any cuſtome or ſubſidie ſhall grow 
due or payable. unto us, our heires or ſucceſ- 
ſours, according to the limitation and appoint- 
ment aforeſaid, by reaſon of any goods, wares 
1. | or 


. 
or merchandiſes to be ſhipped out, or any retun 
to be made of any goods, wares or merchan- 
diſes, unto or from the ſaid parts of New-Eng- 
land hereby mentioned to be granted as afore- 
ſaid, or any the lands and territories aforeſaid, 
that then and ſo often and in ſuch caſe the far- 
mors cuſtomers and officers of our cuſtomes of 
England and Ireland, and every of them for the 
time being, upon requeſt made to them by the 
ſaid Governor and Company or their ſucceſſours, 


factors, or aſſignes, and upon convenient ſecu- 


rity to be given in that behalfe, ſhall give and 
allowe unto the ſaid Governour and Companie 
and their ſucceſſours, and to all and every per- 
ſon and perſons free of that Companie as afore- 
ſaid, ſix months time for the payment of the 
one halfe of all ſuch cuſtome and ſubſidie as ſhall 
be payable unto us, our heires and ſucceſſours, 
for the ſame, for which theſe our letters patents, 
or the duplicate or the inrollment thereof, ſhall 
be unto our ſaid officers a ſufficient warrant and 
diſcharge. Nevertheleſs, our will and pleaſure is, 
that any of the ſaid goods, wares and merchandiſes 
which be or ſhall be at any time hereafter laſſded 
or exported out of any of our realmes aforeſaid, . 
and ſhall be ſhipped with a purpoſe not to be 
carried to the parts of New-England aforeſaid, 
but to ſome other place, that then ſuch payment, 
dutie, cuſtome, impoſition or forfeiture ſhall 
be paid or belong to us, our heires and ſuc- 
ceſſors, for the ſaid goods, wares and mer- 
chandiſe ſo fraudulently ſought to be tranſported, 
as 1f this our grant had not been made or 
granted. And wee do further will and by theſe 
preſents for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, firmely 
enjoine and commande as well the Treaſurer, 

— . Chancellor 
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Chancellor and Barons of the Exchequiet of i, 
our heires and ſucceſſors; as-alſo all and ſingular 


the cuſtomers, farmers and collectors of the 


* cuſtomes, ſubſidies and impoſts, and other the 


officers and miniſters of us, our heires and ſuc- 
ceſſors, whatſoever for the time being; that they 


and every of them, upon the ſhewing forth 
unto them of theſe letters patents, or the dupli- 


cate or exemplification of the ſame, vithout 


any other writt or warrant whatſoever from us, 


our heires or ſucceſſors, to be obtained or ſued 


forth, do and ſhall make full, whole, entire and 


due allowance and cleare diſcharge unto the ſaid 
Governour and Companie and theire ſucceſſors, 
of all cuſtomes, ſubſidies, impoſitions taxes 


and duties whatſoever that ſhall or may be 


claymed by us, our heires and ſucceſſors, of 
or from the ſaid Goyernor and Companie and 
their ſucceſſors, for or by reaſon of the ſaid 
goods, chattels, wares, merchandiſes and pre- 
miſes to be exported out of our ſaid dominions, 
or any of them, into any part of the ſaid lands 


or premiſes hereby mentioned to be given, 


granted and confirmed, or for or by reaſon of 
any of the ſaid goods, chattels, wares or mer- 
chandiſes to be imported from the ſaid lands 
and premiſes hereby mentioned to be given, 
granted and confirmed, into any of our faid 
dominions or any part thereof as aforeſaid, ex- 
cepting only the ſaid five pounds per centum 
hereby reſerved and payable after the expiration 
of the ſaid terme of ſeven years as aforeſaid and 
not before. And theſe our letters patents, of 
the inrollment duplicate or exemplification of 
the ſame ſhall for ever hereafter from time to 


: time, as well to the Treaſurer, Chancellor and 


Barons 


RE 
Barons of the Exehequer. of us our heires and. 


ſucceſſors, as to all and ſingular the cuſtomers, 
Farmors and Collectors of * cuſtoms ſubſidieg 
and impoſts of us our heires and ſucceſſors, and 
all ſearchers and other the officers and miniſters 
whatſoever, of us our heires and ſucceſſors for the 
time being a ſufficient warrant and diſcharge in 
this behalfe. And further our will and pleaſure 
is, and we doe hereby for us, our heires and ſuc- 
ceſſors, ordaine, declare and grant to the ſaid 
Governour and Companie and theire ſucceſſors, 


| That all and every the ſubjects of us, our heires 


or ſucceſſors, which ſhall goe to and inhabite 
within the ſaid lands and premiſſes hereby men- 
tioned to be granted, and every of theire chil- 
dren which ſhall happen to be borne there, or on 
the ſeas in going thither or returneing from 
thence, ſhall have and enjoy all liberties and im- 
munities of free and naturall ſubjects within any 
of the .dominions of us, our heires or ſucceſſors, 
to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes what- 
ſoever, as if they and every of them were borne 
within the realme of England. And that the 
Governour and deputy Governour of the ſaid 
Companie for the time being or either of them, 

and any two or more of ſuch of the ſaid Aſſiſt- 
ants as ſhall be thereunto appointed by the ſaid 
 Governour and Companie at any of their courts 
or aſſemblies to be held as aforeſaid, ſhall and 
may at all tymes and from tyme to tyme here- 
after have full power and authority to adminiſter 
and give the oath and oathes of ſupremacie and 
allegiance or either of them to all and every per- 
ſon and perſons which ſhall at any tyme or tymes 
hereafter goe or paſſe to the lands and premiſſes 
hereby mentioned to be granted to inhabite in the 
JJ we... — 


ſatie. And wee do of our further grace, cer- 
taine knowledge and meere motion give and grant 
to the ſaid Governor and Companie and their 
ſucceſſors, that it -ſhall and may be lawfull to 
and for the Governour or deputy Governor and 


ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and Freemen of the ſaid 

Company for the tyme being as ſhall be aſſembled 
in any of their generall courts aforeſaid, or in any 
other courts to be ſpecially fummoned and 


aſſembled for that purpoſe; or the greater part 


of them (whereof the Governour or deputy 


Governor and ſixe of the Aſſiſtants to be always 


ſeven) from tyme to tyme to make, ordaine and 


eſtabliſn all manner of wholeſome and reaſonable 


orders, laws, ſtatutes and ordinances, directions 
and inſtructions not contrary to the lawes of this 
dur realme of England, as well for the ſettling 
of the formes and ceremonies of government 
and magiſtracie fitt and neceſſary for the ſaid 
plantation and the inhabitants there, and for 


nameing and ſtyling of all ſorts of officers both 
ſuperiour and inferiour which they ſhall find 


needful for that government and plantation, and 
the diſtinguiſhing and ſetting forth of the ſeverall 


duties, powers and limits of every ſuch office 
and place, and the formes of ſuch oathes war- 


rantable by the lawes. and ſtatutes of this out 


realme of England as ſhall be reſpectively 


miniſtred unto them, for the execution of the 
ſaid ſeveral offices and places, as alſo for the 


diſpoſing and ordering of the elections of ſuch 
of the ſaid officers as ſhall be annuall, and of 


ſuch others as ſhall be to ſucceed in caſe of death 
or removall, and miniftring the ſaid oathes to 


the new elected officers, and for impoſition of 


lawfull fynes, mul&s, impriſonment or other 
. l lawfull 
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lawfull eorrection, according to the courſe of 
other Corporations in this our realme of Eng- 

land, and for the directing, ruleing and diſpoſeing 
of all other matters and things whereby our - 
{aid people inhabiting there may be ſo religiouſſy, 
peaceably and civilly governed, as theire good 
life and orderly converſation may winne and 
invite the natives of that country to the know-. 
edge and obedience of the onely true God and 
Saviour of mankind, and the chriſtian, faith, 
Which in our royall intention and the adven- 
turers free profeſſion is the principal end of this 
plantation. Willing, commanding and requir- 
ing, and by theſe preſents for us, our heires and 
ſucceſſors, ordaineing and appointing, that all 
ſuch orders, lawes, ' ſtatutes and ordinances, in- 
ſtructions and directions as ſhall be made by the 
Governour or deputy Governour of the ſaid 
Company and ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and Free- 
men as aforeſaid and publiſhed in writing under 
theire common ſeale, ſhall be carefully and duely 
obſerved, kept, performed and putt in execution 
according to the true intent and meaneing of the 
ſame, And theſe our letters patents or the du- 
plicate or exemplification thereof ſhall be to all 
and every ſuch officers, ſuperiour and inferiour, 
from tyme to tyme, for the putting of the ſame 
orders, lawes, ſtatutes and ordinances, inſtruc- 
tions and directions 1n due execution againſt us, 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, a ſufficient warrant and 
diſcharge. And we doe further for us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, give and grant to the ſaid Gover- 
nor and Companie and their ſucceſſors, by theſe 
preſents, That all and every ſuch chiefe com- 
manders, captains, governours and other officers 
and miniſters, as by the ſaid orders, lawes, ſta- 
ES os OS mm, 


others there inhabiteing, 


. 7 
trtes; ordinances, 8 or b direftions af 
the ſaid Governour and Companie for the tyme 
being, ſhall be from tyme to tyme hereafter im- 


| pro loyed either in the government of the ſaid inha- 
ta 


rits and plantation, or in the way by ſea 
thither or from thence, according to the natures 


and limits of theire offices and places reſpectively, 


ſhall from tyme to tyme hereafter forever within 


the precincts and parts of New-England hereby 


mentioned to be granted and confirmed, or in 


the way by ſea thither, or from thence, have full 
and ald, power and authority to correct, 


uniſh, pardon, governe and rule all ſuch the 
ſubjects of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors as ſhall. 


from tyme to tyme adventure themſelves in any 


voyage thither or from thence, or that ſhall at 


any tyme hereafter inhabite within the precincts 
and parts of New-England aforeſaid, according 


to the orders, lawes, ordinances, inſtructions and 


directions aforeſaid, not being repugnant to the 


lawes and ſtatutes of our realme of England as 
aforeſaid. And wee do further for us, our heires 


and ſucceſſors, give and grant to the ſaid. Go- 


vernour and Companie and theire ſucceſſors, by 
thele preſents, That it ſhall and may be lawful 


to and for the chief commanders, governors and 


officers of the ſaid companie for the tyme being, 
who ſhall be reſident in the ſaid part of New-Eng- 
land in America by theſe preſents granted, and 
y their appointment 
and direction from tyme o tyme and at all tymes 
hereafter, for their ſpeciall defence and ſaf 

to incounter, repulſe, repell and reſiſt by force 
of armes, as well by ſea as by land, and by all 


fitting wayes and meanes ä all ſuch 
E perſon and perſons as ſhall at any ”=_ hereafter 


attempt 


\ 


EI V 
attempt or enterpriſe the deſtruction, invaſion. 
detriment or annoyance. to the ſaid plantation or 
inhabitants: And to take and ſurpriſe by all 

wayes and meanes whatſoever all and every ſuch 
perſon and perſons, with their ſhipps, armour, 
munition and other goods as ſhall in hoſtile 
manner invade and attempt the defeatinge of 
the ſaid plantation, or the hurt of the ſaid Com- 
panie and inhabitants. Nevertheleſs, our will 


and pleaſure is, and we do hereby declare to 85 
all Chriſtian Kings, Princes and States, That if 


of the ſaid Companie or plantation, or any other 
by lycenſe or appointment of the ſaid Governour 
and Companie for the tyme being, ſhall at any 
tyme or tymes hereafter, robb or ſpoyle by ſea 
or by land, or do any hurt, violence, or un- 
laufull hoſtility to any of the ſubjects of us, our 
heires or ſucceſſors, or any of the ſubjects of any 
Prince or State being then in league and amity 
with us, our heires and ſucceſſors, and that 
upon ſuch injury done, and upon juſt complaint 
of ſuch Prince or State or theire ſubjects, Wee, 
our heires or ſucceſſors ſhall make open pro- 
cClamation within any of the parts within our 
realme of England commodious for that purpoſe, 
that the perſon or perſons having committed any 
ſuch robbery or ſpoyle, ſhall within the terme 
limited by ſuch a proclamation make full reſti- 
tution or ſatisfaction of all ſuch injuries done, 
ſo as the ſaid Princes or others ſo complaining 
may hould themſelves fully ſatisfied and con- 
tented. And that if the ſaid perſon or perſons 
having committed ſuch robbery or ſpoyle ſnall 
not make or cauſe to be made ſatisfaction accor- - 
dingly, within ſuch tyme ſo to be lymited, that 


then 
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cken it thall be laufull for us, our heites and 
ſucceſſors, to putt the ſaid perſon or perſons out 


of our allegiance” and protection; and that it 


mall be lawfull and free for all Princes to pro- 
ſecure with hoſtility the faid offenders and every 
of them, theire and every of theire procurers, 
ayders, abettors and conſortes in that behalfe.: 


Provided alſo, and our expreſſe will and pleaſure 


. is, and wee do by theſe preſents for us, our 
-heires and ſucceſſors, ordaine and appoint, that 
«theſe preſents fhall not in any manner enure, or 


be taken-to abridge, barre or hinder any of: our 
lovinge ſubjects whatſoever to uſe and exerciſe 


the trade of fiſhing upon that coaſt of New-Enge 


land in America by theſe preſents mentioned to 


i 


be granted: But that they or any and every or 
any of them ſhall have full and free power and 
liberty to continue and uſe theire ſaid trade of 
fiſhing upon the ſaid coaſt in any of the ſeas 


thereunto adjoineing, or any armes of the ſeas 


or ſalt-water rivers where they have beene wont 


to fiſh, and to build and ſet up upon the lands 
by theſe preſents granted ack wharfes, ſtages 
and workhouſes as ſhall be neceſſary for the ſalt- 
ing, drying, keeping and packing up of theire 
fiſh to be taken or gotten upon that coaſt; and 


to cut downe and take ſuch trees and other 
materialls there growing, or being, or ſhall be 


needfull for that purpoſe, and for all other 
neceſſary eaſements, helpes and advantage con- 


cerning theire ſaid trade of fiſhing there in ſuch 
manner and forme as they have beene heretofore 


at any tyme accuſtomed to doe, without makeing 
any wilfull waſte or ſpoyle, any thing in theſe 


preſents contained to the contrary notwithſtand- 
ing. And ve do further for us our heires and 
8 SS ſucceſſors 


A 


6 18 } | 
ſucceſſors ordaine and grant the ſaid Governour 
and Companie and heires ſucceſſors by theſe 
_ preſents, that theſe our letters patents ſhall be 
firme good effectual and available in all things 

and to all intents and conſtructioris of lawe, ac- 
cording to our true meaning herein before de- 
clared, and ſhall be conſtrued reputed and ad- 
judged in all caſes moſt favourably on the 
behalfe and for the benefit and behoofe of the 
ſaid Governour and Companie and their ſuc- 
ceſſors. Although expreſſe mention of the true 
yearly value or certainty of the premiſſes, or any 
of them, or of any other gifts or grants by us or 
any other of our progenitors or predeceſſors to 
the foreſaid Governour and Companie before 
this time made, in theſe preſents is not made, 
or any ſtatute, act, ordinance, proviſion, pro- 
clamation or reſtraint to the contrary thereof 
heretofore had, made, publiſhed, ordained or 
rovided, or any other matter cauſe or thing 
whatſoever to the contrarie thereof in any wiſe 
notwithſtanding. In witnes whereof we have 
cauſed theſe our letters to be made patent. Wit- 
neſs ourſelves at Weſtminſter, the fourth Day 
of March in the fourth yeare of our reigne. 


This is a true copy of ſuch letters 
1 - great ſeal = . 
Lngland. In teſtimony whereof poi, 
1 79 Winthrop governour * % 
of the Mattachuſetts aforeſaid & Seil. 2 
have cauſed the publick ſeal of Want 
the ſame to be hereunto affixed 
this 19th day of the month 
called March 1643. 
VV 


John Winthrop, 


Gov. 
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CRETE 


1 late A. Grenville and the Colony Agents, 


| occaſioned laſt year by a Speech of Mr. Burke's, 


< aſcertains @ very material point of Hi iflory ; ; and 
is therefore thought. uy % Or: more gene- 
; Wa fine! RG. 


EE ENT, 


F Agent bs N in in 3 Speech, 


ſaid to haye been made in theHouſe of Com- 
e has N the following Ceragiaph, 


ic cannot attribute to thoſe whoſaythe ſame thing 


« in this Houſe) that Mr. Grenville gave the Co- 


< lony-Agents an Option fortheir Aſſembhes to 
Far themſelves; which they had refuſed, end 
tber mach Streſs is laid on this, as a ] 

« However, i it happens neither to be true nor paſt 
ce fible. ; I will obſerve firſt, that Mr. Grenville 
never thought fit tomake this Apology for him- 


4c ſelf in the innumerable debates that were had 
upon . He might have propoſed 


<6 ſome Mode of Taxation, as the Ground of an 
« A of Parliament: but he never could have 
« propoſed that they ſhould Tax themſelves on 
5 Requiſition; which is the Aſſertion of the Day. 


Indeed. Mr. Grenville well knew, that the Colo- 
N ny- Agents could have no general Powers to 
fs conſent ro it; and they had no Time to conſult 


© "8Y their 


, 1. 17 iEH 


\ _"_ of a Conference, dnl 


| E is alſo another e abroad 
et (fpread with a malignant intention, which 1 
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cher Ack ble lor LITE , 


«he puffed His iſt Revenle Act. OY the 
60 « pare Barts you! wilt Aud it UNPOMIDIC, 


Alter having ſb ten amired 


I think 2h a ſingular Infelicity, to find this on! 
Parag 10 5 to ben K 155 1.5m oth ly. at a 


[fornall Bats 1 br be 12 to 8d kömmt, 's 


obvious enougt ch. But, after a carefy] Peryfal By 
* confets that I 920 t d Utermite What At is, which 


the Wilter Wies to atem, or” to Athy, 


* Withdurt vet Stir Ware enen thro 
the Meaning fe tence guitUed: within uch 


; belt cke An guity ty. 1 thall g ye a 


plain Ret Hl A * unten felt Withih" ny 


cow KuoWiedge, „And Which, therefore, 1 think it 


A Debt, di e me deo Mr, e Me 
to relate. 2 — 


"Ge Reins, 57 Mr. e 5 0 b 


Houſe of Comics. 2 . p 
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The Fiftekuch of theſe TY: ” That, TIO 
* the 5 defra zig the laid Erpefcts, it hay 


= cc be prop ot to charg ve certain Stamp die in 0 e 


6 " id. Colovies and Planta, ER 95 
The 


as well as the luxuriant Eloquence of this 5 - 
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tion of 15 ing 
Lax 3 ents waits d ſe- 
ren 5 4 vpon this Matter, 
0 nies. At the. 
mW e 
anſwered, he did. And Men. repeated fo us. in 
Forp, what I had before heard him fay in private, 
and 1n the Houſe 


Commons: That the late 
War had found us Seventy Millions, and left us 


pre . hundred and forty Millions, in 
Hebt. He: knew thay. all Men wiſhed: Ppt to þe 
1255 But that in theſe uohappy Circumſtanc 
it 1 Yor, A Sw ward for the Þ Hic, 
epk of BOK AB Means of improving the 
2 That he never eps however, 


to charge the Colonies with, any Fart of che Intereſt 
of the National Debt. But, * that Public 


ence in rags the er new Con- 
e ee War, and 
y which che Calonie were ſo much benefited, | 
Ag the Amcrican Civil and Milita tary. Eſtabliſh- 
ment, after the Peace of Aixda-Chepet was on- 
ly £79,000 fe A. It was now inereaſed to 
£3 $0090: This was a great Additional Expence 
lgcurred upon e Apps And he 
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he thought they ought to raiſe. * 1 1 9 
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1 That be j jus of eg theMo- 
ney the eaſieſt and moſt Ker That it was 4 
Tax which would fall only upon Property; would | 
be collected by the feweſt Officers; and would be 
equally ſpread over America and the Weſt Indies; 
ſo that all would bear 1255 Share of the Public . 


burthen.” . 1 
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He then went on: I am not, lower be 
upon this Tax: If the Americans diftike i it, an | 
prefer any other Method of raifing'the Money | 

« themſelves, I ſhall be content. Write there- 
« fore to your ſeveral Colonies; and if they 


„any other Mode, I ſhall be. farisfied, provided . 


— 


1625 1 x 5 Tx 43-3 2 
* * the Money be but raiſed.” peach” W pp 3; 
| «HG SL 1 $15 40068 
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-peiieatiigwierthls Nl Mr, Aa - 
ragu; Who was then Agent for Virginia, and pre- 


ſent at tflis Conference with Mr. Grenville, 1 have 
his Authority * to 45 that, he N aſſets to 
"Ft Particular, | was ra 


All cheſe Particulirs 11 had before heard 7 Bon 
Mr. Grenville, in the Houſe of Commons, and at 
his own Houſe; and had wrote to 1 


Nit Alembiy accordingly. 


„ Fp 


Ger on (his Heads 13.112; 4 art $8 1 5 „ 5 
G28 nne fe, 0 
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2 e Tbe Actual unn the - Stamp Duty - you | 


ing willing to give the Provinees their Option 

cc to raĩſe that, or ſome equivalent Tax; defirous, 

© as he was pleaſed to expreſs himſelf, to con- 

C * the Eaſe and Quiet, and the Good Will 
of the Colonies,” 5 1 


_ If the * the Quiet, and the Good Will 
of the Colonies are of any Importance to Great 
10 Britain, no Meaſures could be hit upon, that 
« have a more natural and direct tendency to 
ce enervate thoſe Principles, ten the Reſolution 

* you incloſed. 3 


4 « The kind Offerof ſuſperdingthe Seamp Duty 
« in the Manner, and upon the Condition, you 


*. mention, amounts to nomore than this, That if 
« the Colonies will nat tax themſelves; as they 


« _ be directed, the Neat will tax them. 


« You are to remonſtrte againſt theſe Men- | 
e ſures, and, if poſſible to obtain a Repeal of the 
Sugar Act, and prevent the Impoſition of any 
4 = further 


gay * is deferred till next year, Mr. Gral be 1 


omen tr es oe — 


0 D 8 cCeatiſe 1 could 'wiih that every e 


6 
De 1 Jo f not quote it, be - 


woud read the Book itſelf; which'cohtains 
ſomuch Authetic Knowledy 
1 will abundantly reward him f for his 
Peruſal. * Twas printed for Alon; 3 andi 1s 
126 © ealled, „ AReview of the Contrg 
gd tween Great Britain and Rer. lonies, We 
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here referred to, is in p. 134. 
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